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IMAGE ENCODING/DECODING METHOD
AND APPARATUS FOR SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Continuation application of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/983,207 filed on Aug. 1, 2013,
which is a U.S. National Stage application of International
Application No. PCT/KR2012/004883 filed Jun. 20, 2012,
claiming priority based on Korean Patent Application Nos.
10-2011-0059850 filed Jun. 20,2011, 10-2011-0065708 filed
Jul. 1,2011, 10-2011-0119214 filed Nov. 15,2011, 10-2011-
0125353 filed Nov. 28, 2011, and 10-2012-0066206 filed Jun.
20, 2012, the contents of all of which are incorporated herein
by reference in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to image processing, and
more particularly, to an intra prediction method and appara-
tus.

BACKGROUND ART

Recently, in accordance with the expansion of broadcast-
ing services having high definition (HD) resolution in the
country and around the world, many users have been accus-
tomed to a high resolution and definition image, such that
many organizations have attempted to develop the next-gen-
eration video devices. In addition, as the interest in HDTV
and ultra high definition (UHD) having a resolution four
times higher than that of HDTV have increased, a compres-
sion technology for a higher-resolution and higher-definition
image has been demanded.

For image compression, an inter prediction technology of
predicting pixel values included in a current picture from a
picture before and/or after the current picture, an intra pre-
diction technology of predicting pixel values included in a
current picture using pixel information in the current picture,
an entropy encoding technology of allocating a short code to
symbols having a high appearance frequency and a long code
to symbols having a low appearance frequency, or the like,
may be used.

DISCLOSURE
Technical Problem

The present invention provides an image encoding method
and apparatus capable of improving image encoding/decod-
ing efficiency.

The present invention also provides an image decoding
method and apparatus capable of improving image encoding/
decoding efficiency.

The present invention also provides a prediction block
generating method and apparatus capable of improving
image encoding/decoding efficiency.

The present invention also provides an intra prediction
method and apparatus capable of improving image encoding/
decoding efficiency.

The present invention also provides a filtering performing
method and apparatus capable of improving image encoding/
decoding efficiency.

Technical Solution

In an aspect, an image decoding method is provided. The
picture decoding method includes: generating a prediction

15
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50

65

2

block by performing intra prediction on a current block; gen-
erating a final prediction block by performing filtering on a
filtering target pixel in the prediction block based on an intra
prediction mode of the current block; and generating a recon-
structed block based on the final prediction block and a recon-
structed residual block corresponding to the current block,
wherein the filtering target pixel is a prediction pixel included
in a filtering target region in the prediction block, and a filter
type applied to the filtering target pixel and the filtering target
region are determined based on the intra prediction mode of
the current block.

Inthe case in which the intra prediction mode of the current
block is a DC mode, the filtering target region may include a
left vertical prediction pixel line that is one vertical pixel line
positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block and
an upper horizontal prediction pixel line that is one horizontal
pixel line positioned at the uppermost portion in the predic-
tion block.

In the generating of the final prediction block, the filtering
may be performed in the case in which the current block is a
luma component block and may not be performed in the case
in which the current block is a chroma component block.

The filter type may include information on a filter shape, a
filter tap, and a plurality of filter coefficients, and in the
generating of the final prediction block, the filtering may be
performed based on a predetermined fixed filter type regard-
less of a size of the current block.

In the case in which the filtering target pixel is a left upper
prediction pixel positioned at the leftmost upper portion in the
prediction block, in the generating of the final prediction
block, the filtering on the filtering target pixel may be per-
formed by applying a 3-tap filter based on the filtering target
pixel, an above reference pixel adjacent to an upper portion of
the filtering target pixel, and a left reference pixel adjacent to
the left of the filtering target pixel, the above reference pixel
and the left reference pixel may be reconstructed reference
pixels adjacent to the current block, respectively, and in the
3tap filter, a filter coefficient allocated to a filter tap corre-
sponding to the filtering target pixel may be 2/4, a filter
coefficient allocated to a filter tap corresponding to the above
reference pixel may be 1/4, and a filter coefficient allocated to
a filter tap corresponding to the left reference pixel may be
1/4.

In the case in which the filtering target pixel is a prediction
pixel included in the left vertical prediction pixel line and the
filtering target pixel is not a left upper prediction pixel posi-
tioned at the leftmost upper portion in the prediction block, in
the generating of the final prediction block, the filtering on the
filtering target pixel may be performed by applying a hori-
zontal 2-tap filter based on the filtering target pixel and a left
reference pixel adjacent to the left of the filtering target pixel,
the left reference pixel may be a reconstructed reference pixel
adjacent to the current block, and in the horizontal 2-tap filter,
afilter coefficient allocated to a filter tap corresponding to the
filtering target pixel may be 3/4 and a filter coefficient allo-
cated to a filter tap corresponding to the left reference pixel
may be 1/4.

In the case in which the filtering target pixel is a prediction
pixel included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line
and the filtering target pixel is not a left upper prediction pixel
positioned at the leftmost upper portion in the prediction
block, in the generating of the final prediction block, the
filtering on the filtering target pixel may be performed by
applying a vertical 2-tap filter based on the filtering target
pixel and an above reference pixel adjacent to an upper por-
tion of the filtering target pixel, the above reference pixel may
be a reconstructed reference pixel adjacent to the current
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block, and in the vertical 2-tap filter, a filter coefficient allo-
cated to a filter tap corresponding to the filtering target pixel
may be 3/4 and a filter coefficient allocated to a filter tap
corresponding to the above reference pixel may be 1/4.

In another aspect, a picture decoding method is provided.
The picture decoding method includes: generating a predic-
tion block by performing prediction on a prediction target
pixel in a current block based on an intra prediction mode of
the current block; and generating a reconstructed block based
on the prediction block and a reconstructed residual block
corresponding to the current block, wherein in the generating
of'the prediction block, the prediction on the prediction target
pixel is performed based on a first offset in the case in which
the intra prediction mode of the current block is a vertical
mode and the prediction target pixel is a pixel on a left vertical
pixel line, and the prediction on the prediction target pixel is
performed based on a second offset in the case in which the
intra prediction mode of the current block is a horizontal
mode and the prediction target pixel is a pixel on a upper
horizontal pixel line, the left vertical pixel line being one
vertical pixel line positioned at the leftmost portion in the
current block and the upper horizontal pixel line being one
horizontal pixel line positioned at the uppermost portion in
the current block.

In the generating of the prediction block, a prediction value
of'the prediction target pixel may be derived by adding a value
of the first offset to a pixel value of a first reference pixel
present on the same vertical line as a vertical line on which the
prediction target pixel is present among reconstructed refer-
ence pixels adjacent to an upper portion of the current block
in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the current
block is the vertical mode and the prediction target pixel is the
pixel on the left vertical pixel line, wherein the value of the
first offset is determined based on a difference value between
apixel value of a second reference pixel adjacent to the left of
the prediction target pixel and a pixel value of a third refer-
ence pixel adjacent to the left of the first reference pixel.

In the generating of the prediction block, it may be deter-
mined that the pixel value of the first reference pixel is the
prediction value of the prediction target pixel in the case in
which the current block is a chroma component block.

In the generating of the prediction block, a prediction value
of'the prediction target pixel may be derived by adding a value
of the second offset to a pixel value of a first reference pixel
present on the same horizontal line as a horizontal line on
which the prediction target pixel is present among recon-
structed reference pixels adjacent to the left of the current
block in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the
current block is the horizontal mode and the prediction target
pixel is the pixel on the upper horizontal pixel line, wherein
the value of the second offset is determined based on a dif-
ference value between a pixel value of a second reference
pixel adjacent to an upper portion of the prediction target
pixel and a pixel value of a third reference pixel adjacent to an
upper portion of the first reference pixel.

In the generating of the prediction block, it may be deter-
mined that the pixel value of the first reference pixel is the
prediction value of the prediction target pixel in the case in
which the current block is a chroma component block.

In still another aspect, an image decoding apparatus is
provided. The picture decoding apparatus includes: a predic-
tion block generating unit generating a prediction block by
performing intra prediction on a current block; a filter unit
generating a final prediction block by performing filtering on
afiltering target pixel in the prediction block based on an intra
prediction mode of the current block; and a reconstructed
block generating unit generating a reconstructed block based
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on the final prediction block and a reconstructed residual
block corresponding to the current block, wherein the filter-
ing target pixel is a prediction pixel included in a filtering
target region in the prediction block, and a filter type applied
to the filtering target pixel and the filtering target region are
determined based on the intra prediction mode of the current
block

Inthe case in which the intra prediction mode of the current
block is a DC mode, the filtering target region may include a
left vertical prediction pixel line that is one vertical pixel line
positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block and
an upper horizontal prediction pixel line that is one horizontal
pixel line positioned at the uppermost portion in the predic-
tion block.

In the case in which the filtering target pixel is a left upper
prediction pixel positioned at the leftmost upper portion in the
prediction block, the filter unit may perform the filtering on
the filtering target pixel by applying a 3-tap filter based on the
filtering target pixel, an above reference pixel adjacent to an
upper portion of the filtering target pixel, and a left reference
pixel adjacent to the left of the filtering target pixel, the above
reference pixel and the left reference pixel may be recon-
structed reference pixels adjacent to the current block, respec-
tively, and in the 3-tap filter, a filter coefficient allocated to a
filter tap corresponding to the filtering target pixel may be 2/4,
afilter coefficient allocated to a filter tap corresponding to the
above reference pixel may be 1/4, and a filter coefficient
allocated to a filter tap corresponding to the left reference
pixel may be 1/4.

In the case in which the filtering target pixel is a prediction
pixel included in the left vertical prediction pixel line and the
filtering target pixel is not a left upper prediction pixel posi-
tioned at the leftmost upper portion in the prediction block,
the filter unit may perform the filtering on the filtering target
pixel by applying a horizontal 2-tap filter based on the filter-
ing target pixel and a left reference pixel adjacent to the left of
the filtering target pixel, the left reference pixel may be a
reconstructed reference pixel adjacent to the current block,
and in the horizontal 2-tap filter, a filter coefficient allocated
to a filter tap corresponding to the filtering target pixel may be
3/4 and a filter coefficient allocated to a filter tap correspond-
ing to the left reference pixel may be 1/4.

In the case in which the filtering target pixel is a prediction
pixel included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line
and the filtering target pixel is not a left upper prediction pixel
positioned at the leftmost upper portion in the prediction
block, the filter unit may perform the filtering on the filtering
target pixel by applying a vertical 2-tap filter based on the
filtering target pixel and an above reference pixel adjacent to
an upper portion of the filtering target pixel, the above refer-
ence pixel may be a reconstructed reference pixel adjacent to
the current block, and in the vertical 2-tap filter, a filter coef-
ficient allocated to a filter tap corresponding to the filtering
target pixel may be 3/4 and a filter coefficient allocated to a
filter tap corresponding to the above reference pixel may be
1/4.

In still another aspect, a picture decoding apparatus is
provided. The picture decoding apparatus includes: a predic-
tion block generating unit generating a prediction block by
performing prediction on a prediction target pixel in a current
block based on an intra prediction mode of the current block;
and a reconstructed block generating unit generating a recon-
structed block based on the prediction block and a recon-
structed residual block corresponding to the current block,
wherein the prediction block generating unit performs the
prediction on the prediction target pixel based on a first offset
in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the current



US 9,225,981 B2

5

block is a vertical mode and the prediction target pixel is a
pixel on a left vertical pixel line and performs the prediction
on the prediction target pixel based on a second offset in the
case in which the intra prediction mode of the current block is
a horizontal mode and the prediction target pixel is a pixel on
a upper horizontal pixel line, the left vertical pixel line being
one vertical pixel line positioned at the leftmost portion in the
current block and the upper horizontal pixel line being one
horizontal pixel line positioned at the uppermost portion in
the current block.

The prediction block generating unit may derive a predic-
tion value of the prediction target pixel by adding a value of
the first offset to a pixel value of a first reference pixel present
on the same vertical line as a vertical line on which the
prediction target pixel is present among reconstructed refer-
ence pixels adjacent to an upper portion of the current block
in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the current
block is the vertical mode and the prediction target pixel is the
pixel on the left vertical pixel line, wherein the value of the
first offset is determined based on a difference value between
apixel value of a second reference pixel adjacent to the left of
the prediction target pixel and a pixel value of a third refer-
ence pixel adjacent to the left of the first reference pixel.

The prediction block generating unit may derive a predic-
tion value of the prediction target pixel by adding a value of
the second offset to a pixel value of a first reference pixel
present on the same horizontal line as a horizontal line on
which the prediction target pixel is present among recon-
structed reference pixels adjacent to the left of the current
block in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the
current block is the horizontal mode and the prediction target
pixel is the pixel on the upper horizontal pixel line, wherein
the value of the second offset is determined based on a dif-
ference value between a pixel value of a second reference
pixel adjacent to an upper portion of the prediction target
pixel and a pixel value of a third reference pixel adjacent to an
upper portion of the first reference pixel.

Advantageous Effects

With the image encoding method according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention, image encoding/
decoding efficiency may be improved.

With the image decoding method according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention, image encoding/
decoding efficiency may be improved.

With the prediction block generating method according to
the exemplary embodiment of the present invention, image
encoding/decoding efficiency may be improved.

With the intra prediction method according to the exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention, image encoding/
decoding efficiency may be improved.

With the filtering performing method according to the
exemplary embodiment of the present invention, image
encoding/decoding efficiency may be improved.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
image encoding apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
image decoding apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing an
example in which a single unit is divided into a plurality of
subunits.
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FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams describing an example of an
intra prediction process.

FIG. 5 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
an intra prediction method in a planar mode.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart schematically showing an example of
an image encoding method according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a process of generating a residual block.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart schematically showing an example of
an image decoding method according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
the process of generating the residual block.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart schematically showing an example
of a filtering performing method according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
amethod of determining whether or not filtering is performed
based on encoding parameters of neighboring blocks adjacent
to a current block.

FIG. 12 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
amethod of determining whether or not filtering is performed
based on information on whether or not the neighboring
blocks adjacent to the current block is present (and/or
whether or not the neighboring blocks are an available block).

FIG. 13 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a method of determining a filtering performing region based
on an intra prediction mode of the current block.

FIG. 14 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a method of determining a filtering performing region based
on a size and/or a depth of the current block.

FIG. 15 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a method of determining a filtering performing region based
on an encoding mode of the neighboring blocks adjacent to
the current block.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are diagrams showing an example of a
filter type determining method according to the intra predic-
tion mode of the current block.

FIG. 17 is a diagram schematically showing the filter type
determining method according to the example of FIGS. 16 A
and 16B.

FIG. 18 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a filter type applied in the case in which a prediction mode of
the current block is a vertical mode and/or a horizontal mode.

FIG. 19 is a diagram schematically showing another
example of a filter type according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 20 is a diagram describing an intra prediction mode
and a filter type applied to Table 9.

MODE FOR INVENTION

Hereinafter, exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. In describing exemplary embodiments of
the present invention, well-known functions or constructions
will not be described in detail since they may unnecessarily
obscure the understanding of the present invention.

It will be understood that when an element is simply
referred to as being ‘connected to” or ‘coupled to” another
element without being ‘directly connected to’ or ‘directly
coupled to” another element in the present description, it may
be ‘directly connected to’ or ‘directly coupled to’ another
element or be connected to or coupled to another element,
having the other element intervening therebetween. Further,
in the present invention, “comprising” a specific configura-
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tion will be understood that additional configuration may also
be included in the embodiments or the scope of the technical
idea of the present invention.

Terms used in the specification, ‘first’, ‘second’, etc. can be
used to describe various components, but the components are
not to be construed as being limited to the terms. The terms
are only used to differentiate one component from other com-
ponents. For example, the ‘first” component may be named
the ‘second’ component and the ‘second’ component may
also be similarly named the “first’ component, without depart-
ing from the scope of the present invention.

Furthermore, constitutional parts shown in the embodi-
ments of the present invention are independently shown so as
to represent different characteristic functions. Thus, it does
not mean that each constitutional part is constituted in a
constitutional unit of separated hardware or one software. In
other words, each constitutional part includes each of enu-
merated constitutional parts for convenience of explanation.
Thus, at least two constitutional parts of each constitutional
part may be combined to form one constitutional part or one
constitutional part may be divided into a plurality of consti-
tutional parts to perform each function. The embodiment
where each constitutional part is combined and the embodi-
ment where one constitutional part is divided are also
included in the scope of the present invention, if not departing
from the essence of the present invention.

In addition, some of constituents may not be indispensable
constituents performing essential functions of the present
invention but be selective constituents improving only per-
formance thereof. The present invention may be implemented
by including only the indispensable constitutional parts for
implementing the essence of the present invention except the
constituents used in improving performance. The structure
including only the indispensable constituents except the
selective constituents used in improving only performance is
also included in the scope of the present invention.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
image encoding apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the image encoding apparatus 100
includes a motion estimator 111, a motion compensator 112,
an intra predictor 120, a switch 115, a subtracter 125, a
transformer 130, a quantizer 140, an entropy encoder 150, a
dequantizer 160, an inverse transformer 170, an adder 175, a
filter unit 180, and a reference picture buffer 190.

The image encoding apparatus 100 may perform encoding
oninput pictures in an intra-mode or an inter-mode and output
bit streams. The intra prediction means intra-picture predic-
tion and the inter prediction means inter-picture prediction. In
the case of the intra mode, the switch 115 may be switched to
intra, and in the case of the inter mode, the switch 115 may be
switched to inter. The image encoding apparatus 100 may
generate a prediction block for an input block of the input
pictures and then encode a residual between the input block
and the prediction block.

In the case of the intra mode, the intra predictor 120 may
perform spatial prediction using pixel values of blocks
encoded in advance around a current block to generate the
prediction block.

In the case of the inter mode, the motion estimator 111 may
search a region optimally matched with the input block in a
reference picture stored in the reference picture buffer 190
during a motion prediction process to obtain a motion vector.
The motion compensator 112 may perform motion compen-
sation using the motion vector to generate the prediction
block. Here, the motion vector may be a two dimensional
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vector used for inter prediction and represent an offset
between a current encoding/decoding target picture and the
reference picture.

The subtracter 125 may generate a residual block by the
residual between the input block and the generated prediction
block. The transformer 130 may perform transform on the
residual block to output transform coefficients. Further, the
quantizer 140 may quantize the input transform coefficient
according to quantization parameters to output a quantized
coefficient.

The entropy encoder 150 may perform entropy encoding
based on values calculated in the quantizer 140 or encoding
parameter values, or the like, calculated during the encoding
process to output bit streams.

When the entropy encoding is applied, symbols are repre-
sented by allocating a small number of bits to symbols having
high generation probability and allocating a large number of
bits to symbols having low generation probability, thereby
making it possible to reduce a size of bit streams for the
encoding target symbols. Therefore, the compression perfor-
mance of the image encoding may be improved through the
entropy encoding. The entropy encoder 150 may use an
encoding method such as exponential golomb, context-adap-
tive variable length coding (CAVLC), context-adaptive
binary arithmetic coding (CABAC), or the like, for the
entropy encoding.

Since the image encoding apparatus according to the exem-
plary embodiment of FIG. 1 performs inter prediction encod-
ing, that is, inter-picture prediction encoding, a current
encoded picture needs to be decoded and stored in order to be
used as a reference picture. Therefore, the quantized coeffi-
cient is dequantized in the dequantizer 160 and inversely
transformed in the inverse transformer 170. The dequantized
and inversely transformed coefficient is added to the predic-
tion block through the adder 175, such that a reconstructed
block is generated.

The reconstructed block passes through the filter unit 180
and the filter unit 180 may apply at least one of a deblocking
filter, a sample adaptive offset (SAO), and an adaptive loop
filter (ALF) to a reconstructed block or a reconstructed pic-
ture. The filter unit 180 may also be called an adaptive in-loop
filter. The deblocking filter may remove block distortion gen-
erated at an inter-block boundary. The SAO may add an
appropriate offset value to a pixel value in order to compen-
sate an encoding error. The ALF may perform the filtering
based on a comparison value between the reconstructed pic-
ture and the original picture. The reconstructed block passing
through the filter unit 180 may be stored in the reference
picture bufter 190.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of an
image decoding apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, an image decoding apparatus 200
includes an entropy decoder 210, a dequantizer 220, an
inverse transformer 230, an intra predictor 240, a motion
compensator 250, an adder 255, a filter unit 260, and a refer-
ence picture buffer 270.

The image decoding apparatus 200 may receive the bit
streams output from the encoder to perform the decoding in
the intra mode or the inter mode and output the reconstructed
picture, that is, the reconstructed picture. In the case of the
intra mode, the switch may be switched to the intra, and in the
case of the inter mode, the switch may be switched to the inter.
The image decoding apparatus 200 may obtain a residual
block from the received bit streams, generate the prediction



US 9,225,981 B2

9

block, and then add the residual block to the prediction block
to generate the reconstructed block, that is, the reconstructed
block.

The entropy decoder 210 may entropy-decode the input bit
streams according to the probability distribution to generate
symbols including a quantized coefficient type of symbols.
The entropy decoding method is similar to the above-men-
tioned entropy encoding method.

When the entropy decoding method is applied, symbols are
represented by allocating a small number of bits to symbols
having high generation probability and allocating a large
number of bits to symbols having low generation probability,
thereby making it possible to reduce a size of bit streams for
each symbol. Therefore, the image decoding compression
performance may be improved through the entropy decoding
method.

The quantized coefficients may be dequantized in the
dequantizer 220 and be inversely transformed in the inverse
transformer 230. The quantized coefficients are dequantized/
inversely transformed, such that the residual block may be
generated.

In the case of the intra mode, the intra predictor 240 may
perform spatial prediction using pixel values of blocks
encoded in advance around a current block to generate the
prediction block. In the case of the inter mode, the motion
compensator 250 may perform the motion compensation by
using the motion vector and the reference picture stored in the
reference picture buffer 270 to generate the prediction block.

The residual block and the prediction block may be added
to each other through the adder 255 and the added block may
pass through the filter unit 260. The filter unit 260 may apply
at least one of the deblocking filter, the SAO, and the ALF to
the reconstructed block or the reconstructed picture. The filter
unit 260 may output the reconstructed pictures, that is, the
reconstructed picture. The reconstructed picture may be
stored in the reference picture buffer 270 to thereby be used
for the inter prediction.

Hereinafter, a unit means a unit of picture encoding and
decoding. At the time of the picture encoding and decoding,
the encoding or decoding unit means the divided unit when
the picture is divided and then encoded or decoded. There-
fore, the unit may be called a coding unit (CU), a prediction
unit (PU), a transform unit (TU), or the like. Further, in
examples to be described below, the unit may also be called a
block. A single unit may be subdivided into subunits having a
smaller size.

FIG. 3 is a conceptual diagram schematically showing an
example in which a single unit is divided into a plurality of
subunits.

A single unit may be hierarchically divided using depth
information based on a tree structure. The respective divided
sub-units may have depth information. Since the depth infor-
mation indicates the number and/or the degree of unit divi-
sions, it may include information on a size of the sub-unit.

Referring to 310 of FIG. 3, an uppermost node may be
called a root node and have a smallest depth value. Here, the
uppermost node may have a depth of level 0 and indicate an
initial unit that is not divided.

A lower node having a depth of level 1 may indicate a unit
divided once from the initial unit, and a lower node having a
depth of level 2 may indicate a unit divided twice from the
initial unit. For example, in 320 of F1G. 3, aunit a correspond-
ing to anode a may be aunit divided once from the initial unit
and have a depth of level 1.

A leaf node of level 3 may indicate a unit divided three
times from the initial unit. For example, in 320 of FIG. 3, a
unit d corresponding to a node d may be a unit divided three
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times from the initial unit and have a depth oflevel 3. The leaf
node of level 3, which is a lowermost node, may have a
deepest depth.

Hereinafter, in examples to be described below, an encod-
ing/decoding target block may also be called a current block
in some cases. Further, in the case in which the intra predic-
tion is performed on the encoding/decoding target block, the
encoding/decoding target block may also be called a predic-
tion target block.

Meanwhile, a video signal may generally include three
color signals representing three primary color components of
light. The three color signals representing the three primary
color components of light may be ared (R) signal, a green (G)
signal, and a blue (B) signal. The R, G, and B signals may be
converted into one luma signal and two chroma signals in
order to reduce a frequency band used for image processing.
Here, one video signal may include one luma signal and two
chroma signals. Here, the luma signal, which is a component
indicating brightness of a screen, may correspond to Y, and
the chroma signal, which is a component indicating color of
the screen, may correspond to U and V or Cb and Cr. Since
human visual system (HVS) is sensitive to the luma signal
and insensitive to the chroma signal, in the case in which the
R, G, and B signals are converted into the luma signal and the
chroma signal using these characteristics, a frequency band
used to process an image may be reduced. In examples to be
described below, a block having the luma component will be
called a luma block, and a block having the chroma compo-
nent will be a chroma block.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams describing an example of an
intra prediction process. 410 and 420 of FIG. 4A show
examples of prediction directions of an intra prediction mode
and mode values allocated to each of the prediction direc-
tions. In addition, 430 of FIG. 4B shows positions of refer-
ence pixels used for intra prediction of an encoding/decoding
target block. A pixel may have the same meaning as that of'a
sample. In examples to be described below, the pixel may also
be called the sample in some cases.

As described in the examples of FIGS. 1 and 2, the encoder
and the decoder may perform the intra prediction based on the
pixel information in the current picture to generate the pre-
diction block. That is, at the time of performing the intra
prediction, the encoder and the decoder may perform direc-
tional and/or non-direction prediction based on at least one
reconstructed reference pixel. Here, the prediction block may
mean a block generated as a result of performing the intra
prediction. The prediction block may correspond to at least
one of a coding unit (CU), a prediction unit (PU), and a
transform unit (TU). In addition, the prediction block may be
a square block having a size of 2x2, 4x4, 8x8, 16x16,32x32,
64x64, or the like, or be a rectangular block having a size of
2x8, 4x8, 2x16, 4x16, 8x16, or the like.

Meanwhile, the intra prediction may be performed accord-
ing an intra prediction mode of the current block. The number
ofintra prediction modes that the current block may have may
be a predetermined fixed value or a value changed according
to a size of the prediction block. For example, the number of
intra prediction modes that the current block may have may
be3,5,9, 17, 34, 35, 36, or the like.

410 of FIG. 4A show an example of the prediction direc-
tions of the intra prediction mode and the mode values allo-
cated to each of the prediction directions. In 410 of FIG. 4A,
numbers allocated to each of the intra prediction modes may
indicate the mode values.

Referring to 410 of FIG. 4A, for example, in the case of a
vertical mode having the mode value of 0, prediction may be
performed in a vertical direction based on pixel values of
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reference pixels, and in the case of a horizontal mode having
the mode value of 1, prediction may be performed in a hori-
zontal direction based on pixel values of reference pixels.
Also in the case of a directional mode other than the above-
mentioned modes, the encoder and the decoder may perform
the intra prediction using reference pixels according to cor-
responding angles.

In 410 of FIG. 4A, an intra prediction mode having a mode
value of 2 may be called a DC mode, and an intra prediction
mode having a mode value 0f 34 may be called a planar mode.
The DC mode and the planar mode may correspond to a
non-directional mode. For example, in the case of the DC
mode, the prediction block may be generated by an average of
pixel values of a plurality of reference pixels. An example of
amethod of generating each prediction pixel of the prediction
block in the planar mode will be described below with refer-
ence to FI1G. 5.

The number of intra prediction modes and/or the mode
values allocated to each of the intra prediction modes are not
limited to the above-mentioned example, but may also be
changed according to an implementation and/or as needed.
For example, the prediction directions of the intra prediction
modes and the mode values allocated to each of the prediction
modes may be defined to be different from 410 of FIG. 4A, as
shown in 420 of FIG. 4A. Hereinafter, in examples to be
described below, unless particularly described, it is assumed
that the intra prediction is performed in the intra prediction
mode as shown in 410 of FIG. 4A for convenience of expla-
nation.

In addition, hereinafter, an intra prediction mode posi-
tioned at the right of the vertical mode is called a vertical right
mode, and an intra prediction mode positioned at a lower
portion of the horizontal mode is called a horizontal below
mode. For example, in 410 of FIG. 4A, an intra prediction
mode having mode values of 5, 6, 12, 13, 22, 23, 24, and 25
may correspond to the vertical right mode 413, and an intra
prediction mode having mode values of 8, 9, 16, 17, 30, 31,
32, and 33 may correspond to the horizontal below mode 416.

Meanwhile, referring to 430 of FIG. 4B, as reconstructed
reference pixels used for intra prediction of the current block,
for example, there may be below-left reference pixels 431,
left reference pixels 433, above-left corner reference pixels
435, above reference pixels 437, above-right reference pixels
439, and the like. Here, the left reference pixels 433 may
mean reconstructed reference pixels adjacent to the left of an
outer portion of the current block, the above reference pixels
437 may mean reconstructed reference pixels adjacent to an
upper portion of the outer portion of the current block, and the
above-left corner reference pixels 435 may mean recon-
structed reference pixels adjacent to a left upper corner of the
outer portion of the current block. In addition, the below-left
reference pixels 431 may mean reference pixels position at a
lower portion of a left pixel line configured of the left refer-
ence pixels 433 among pixels positioned on the same line as
the left pixel line, and the above-right reference pixels 439
may mean reference pixels position at the right of an upper
pixel line configured of the above reference pixels 437 among
pixels positioned on the same line as the upper pixel line. In
the present specification, the names of the reference pixels
described above may be similarly applied to other examples
to be described below.

The reference pixels used for the intra prediction of the
current block may be changed according to the intra predic-
tion mode of the current block. For example, in the case in
which the intra prediction mode of the current block is the
vertical mode (the intra prediction mode having the mode
value 0f 0 in 410 of FIG. 4A), the above reference pixels 437
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may be used for the intra prediction, and in the case in which
the intra prediction mode of the current block is the horizontal
mode (the intra prediction mode having the mode value of 1
in 410 of FIG. 4A), the left reference pixel 433 may be used
for the intra prediction. Further, in the case in which an intra
prediction mode having a mode value of 13 is used, the
above-right reference pixel 439 may be used for the intra
prediction, and in the case in which an intra prediction mode
having a mode value of 7 is used, the below-left reference
pixel 431 may be used for the intra prediction.

In the case in which positions of the reference pixels deter-
mined based on prediction directions and prediction target
pixels of the intra prediction mode are integer positions, the
encoder and the decoder may determine that reference pixel
values of the corresponding positions are prediction pixel
values of the prediction target pixels. In the case in which the
positions of the reference pixels determined based on the
prediction directions and the prediction target pixels of the
intra prediction mode are not the integer positions, the
encoder and the decoder may generate interpolated reference
pixels based on the reference pixels of the integer positions
and determine that pixel values of the interpolated reference
pixels are the prediction pixel values.

According to the example described above, the encoder
and the decoder may perform the intra prediction on the
encoding/decoding target block based on the reconstructed or
generated reference pixels. However, as described above, the
reference pixels used for the intra prediction may be changed
according to the intra prediction mode of the current block
and discontinuity between the generated prediction block and
the neighboring blocks may be generated. For example, in the
case of the directional intra prediction, the farther the distance
from the reference pixel, the larger the prediction errors of the
prediction pixels in the prediction block. In the case, the
discontinuity may be generated due to the prediction error
and there may a limitation in improving encoding efficiency.

Therefore, in order to solve the above-mentioned problem,
an encoding/decoding method of performing filtering on the
prediction block generated by the intra prediction may be
provided. For example, filtering may be adaptively applied to
a region having a large prediction error within the prediction
block generated based on the reference pixels. In this case, the
prediction error is reduced and the discontinuity between the
blocks is minimized, thereby making it possible to improve
the encoding/decoding efficiency.

FIG. 5 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
an intra prediction method in a planar mode.

510 of FIG. 5 shows an example of an intra prediction
method in a planar mode, and 530 of FIG. 5 shows another
example of an intra prediction method in a planar mode. 515
and 535 of FIG. 5 show an encoding/decoding target block
(hereinafter, the encoding/decoding target block has the same
meaning as the current block), and each of the sizes of' blocks
515 and 535 is nSxnS.

In FIG. 5, positions of pixels in the current block may be
represented by a predetermined coordinate. For convenience,
a coordinate of the left uppermost portion in the current block
is (0,0). In this case, on a coordinate axis, a y value may
increase toward a downward direction, and an x value may
increase toward a right direction. In examples to be described
below, coordinates of pixels may be represented by the same
coordinate axis as the coordinate axis used in FIG. 5.

As an example, referring to 510 of FIG. 5, the encoder and
the decoder may derive a pixel value of a prediction pixel for
apixel (nS-1,nS-1) positioned at the right lowermost portion
in the current block, that is, a right lower prediction pixel 520.
The encoder and the decoder may derive pixel values of
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prediction pixels for pixels on a vertical line positioned at the
rightmost portion in the current block, that is, right vertical
line prediction pixels, based on a reference pixel 523 posi-
tioned at the rightmost portion (nS-1, —1) among the above
reference pixels and the right lower prediction pixel 520, and
derive pixel values of prediction pixels for pixels on a hori-
zontal line positioned at the lowermost portion in the current
block, that is, lower horizontal line prediction pixels, based on
areference pixel 526 positioned at the lowermost portion (-1,
nS-1) among the left reference pixels and the right lower
prediction pixel 520.

Here, prediction values for remaining pixels except for the
pixels on the right vertical line and the pixels on the lower
horizontal line among the pixels in the current block may be
obtained by applying weights based on the above reference
pixel, the left reference pixel, the right vertical line prediction
pixel, and the lower horizontal line prediction pixel.

As another example, the encoder and the decoder may also
derive a prediction value for a prediction target pixel 540 in
the current block 535 by a method shown in 530 of FIG. 5. In
530 of FIG. 5, a coordinate of the prediction target pixel 540
is (x,y). Referring to 530 of FIG. 5, the encoder and the
decoder may derive the prediction value of the prediction
target pixel 540 by performing the averaging and/or the
weight averaging based on a reference pixel (-1, nS) 541
positioned at the uppermost portion among the below-left
reference pixels, a reference pixel (-1, y) 543 positioned on
the same horizontal line as the prediction target pixel 540
among the left reference pixels, a reference pixel (x, -1) 545
positioned on the same vertical line as the prediction target
pixel 540 among the above reference pixels, and a reference
pixel (nS, -1) positioned at the leftmost portion among the
above-right reference pixels.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart schematically showing an example of
an image encoding method according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the encoder may perform the intra
prediction on the encoding target block to generate the pre-
diction block (S610). Since the specific example of the pre-
diction block generating method has been described with
reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B, a description thereof will be
omitted.

Again referring to FIG. 6, the encoder may perform the
filtering on the prediction block based on the encoding target
block and/or the encoding parameters of the neighboring
blocks adjacent to the encoding target block (S620). Here, the
encoding parameter may include information that may be
inferred during an encoding or decoding process as well as
information that is encoded in the encoder and transmitted to
the decoder, such as a syntax element, and means information
required when the image is encoded or decoded. The encod-
ing parameter may include, for example, information on an
intra/inter prediction mode, a motion vector, a reference pic-
ture index, a coded block pattern (CBP), whether or not there
is a residual signal, a quantization parameter, a block size,
block partition, and the like.

As an example, the encoder may perform the filtering on
the prediction block based on information on an intra predic-
tion mode of the encoding target block, whether the encoding
target block is the luma block or the chroma block, a size
(and/or a depth) of the encoding target block, the encoding
parameters (for example, encoding modes of the neighboring
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blocks) of the neighboring blocks adjacent to the encoding
target block, whether or not there are the neighboring blocks
(and/or whether or not the neighboring blocks are available
blocks), and the like.

Although the case in which the encoder always performs
the filtering is described in the filtering performing process
described above, the encoder may also not perform the filter-
ing on the prediction block. For example, the encoder may
determine whether or not the filtering is performed based on
the encoding target block and/or the encoding parameters of
the neighboring blocks adjacent to the encoding target block
and may not perform the filtering on the prediction block in
the case in which it is determined that the filtering is not
performed.

Meanwhile, the filtering process described above may be
an independent process separate from the prediction block
generating process. However, the filtering process may also
be combined with the prediction block generating process to
thereby be performed as a single process. That is, the encoder
may also generate the prediction block by applying a process
corresponding to the filtering performing process based on
the encoding target block and/or the encoding parameters of
the neighboring blocks in the prediction block generating
process. A specific example of the filtering performing
method will be described below.

Again referring to FIG. 6, the encoder may generate a
residual block based on an original block corresponding to
the position of the encoding target block and the prediction
block (S630). Here, the prediction block may be the predic-
tion block on which the filtering is performed or the predic-
tion block on which the filtering is not performed.

FIG. 7 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
aprocess of generating a residual block. 710 of FIG. 7 shows
an example of a process of generating a residual block based
on the original block and the prediction block on which the
filtering is performed. In 710 of FIG. 7, a block 713 indicates
the original block, a block 716 indicates the prediction block
on which the filtering is performed, and a block 719 indicates
the residual block. Referring to 710 of FIG. 7, the encoder and
the decoder may generate the residual block by subtracting
the prediction block on which the filtering is performed from
the original block. 720 of FIG. 7 shows an example of a
process of generating a residual block based on the original
block and the prediction block on which the filtering is not
performed. In 720 of FIG. 7, a block 723 indicates the original
block, ablock 726 indicates the prediction block on which the
filtering is not performed, and a block 729 indicates the
residual block. Referring to 720 of FIG. 7, the encoder and the
decoder may generate the residual block by subtracting the
prediction block on which the filtering is not performed from
the original block.

The generated residual block may be subjected to pro-
cesses such as a transform process, a quantization process, an
entropy encoding process, and the like, and be then transmit-
ted to the decoder.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart schematically showing an example of
an image decoding method according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 8, the decoder may perform the intra
prediction on the decoding target block to generate the pre-
diction block (S810). Since the specific example of the pre-
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diction block generating method has been described with
reference to FIGS. 4A and 4B, a description thereof will be
omitted.

Again referring to FIG. 8, the decoder may perform the
filtering on the prediction block based on the decoding target
block and/or encoding parameters of the neighboring blocks
adjacent to the decoding target block (S820). Here, the encod-
ing parameter may include information that may be inferred
during an encoding or decoding process as well as informa-
tion that is encoded in the encoder and transmitted to the
decoder, such as a syntax element, and means information
required when the image is encoded or decoded. The encod-
ing parameter may include, for example, information on an
intra/inter prediction mode, a motion vector, a reference pic-
ture index, a coded block pattern (CBP), whether or not there
is a residual signal, a quantization parameter, a block size,
block partition, and the like.

As an example, the decoder may perform the filtering on
the prediction block based on information on an intra predic-
tion mode of the decoding target block, whether the decoding
target block is the luma block or the chroma block, a size
(and/or a depth) of the decoding target block, the encoding
parameters (for example, encoding modes of the neighboring
blocks) of the neighboring blocks adjacent to the decoding
target block, whether or not there are the neighboring blocks
(and/or whether or not the neighboring blocks are available
blocks), and the like.

Although the case in which the decoder always performs
the filtering is described in the filtering performing process
described above, the decoder may also not perform the filter-
ing on the prediction block. For example, the decoder may
determine whether or not the filtering is performed based on
the decoding target block and/or the encoding parameters of
the neighboring blocks adjacent to the decoding target block
and may not perform the filtering on the prediction block in
the case in which it is determined that the filtering is not
performed.

Meanwhile, the filtering process described above may be
an independent process separate from the prediction block
generating process. However, the filtering process may also
be combined with the prediction block generating process to
thereby be performed as a single process. That is, the decoder
may also generate the prediction block by applying a process
corresponding to the filtering performing process based on
the decoding target block and/or the encoding parameters of
the neighboring blocks in the prediction block generating
process. In this case, the decoder may not perform a separate
filtering process on the prediction block.

The filtering performing method in the decoder may be the
same as the filtering performing method in the encoder. A
specific example of the filtering performing method will be
described below.

Again referring to FIG. 8, the decoder may generate a
reconstructed block based on a reconstructed residual block
corresponding to the position of the decoding target block and
the prediction block (S830). Here, the prediction block may
be the prediction block on which the filtering is performed or
the prediction block on which the filtering is not performed.

FIG. 9 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
the process of generating the residual block. 910 of FIG. 9
shows an example of a process of generating a reconstructed
block based on the reconstructed residual block and the pre-
diction block on which the filtering is performed. In 910 of
FIG. 9, ablock 913 indicates the reconstructed residual block,
a block 916 indicates the prediction block on which the fil-
tering is performed, and a block 919 indicates the recon-
structed block. Referring to 910 of FIG. 9, the encoder and the
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decoder may generate the reconstructed block by adding the
reconstructed residual block and the prediction block on
which the filtering is performed to each other. 920 of FIG. 9
shows an example of a process of generating a reconstructed
block based on the reconstructed residual block and the pre-
diction block on which the filtering is not performed. In 920
of FIG. 9, a block 923 indicates the reconstructed residual
block, ablock 926 indicates the prediction block on which the
filtering is not performed, and a block 929 indicates the recon-
structed block. Referring to 920 of FIG. 9, the encoder and the
decoder may generate the residual block by adding the recon-
structed residual block and the prediction block on which the
filtering is not performed to each other.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart schematically showing an example
of a filtering performing method according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 10, the encoder and the decoder may
determine whether or not the filtering is performed on the
prediction block (and/or the prediction pixel) (S1010).

As described above, the encoder and the decoder may
perform the intra prediction on the encoding/decoding target
block based on the previously reconstructed reference pixels.
Here, a reference pixel used for the intra prediction and/or a
prediction pixel value in a prediction block generated in the
intra prediction may be changed according to the intra pre-
diction mode of the current block. Therefore, in this case, the
encoder and the decoder performs the filtering on prediction
pixels having a small correlation with the reference pixel used
for the intra prediction, thereby making it possible to reduce
aprediction error. On the other hand, it may be more efficient
notto perform the filtering on pixels having a large correlation
with the reference pixel used for the intra prediction.

Therefore, the encoder and the decoder may determine
whether or not the filtering is performed on the prediction
block (and/or the prediction pixel) based on at least one of
information on the intra prediction mode of the encoding/
decoding target block, whether the encoding/decoding target
block is the luma block or the chroma block, the size (and/or
the depth) of the encoding/decoding target block, the encod-
ing parameters (for example, the sizes of the neighboring
blocks, the encoding modes of the neighboring blocks, and
the like) of the neighboring blocks adjacent to the encoding/
decoding target block, whether or not there are the neighbor-
ing blocks (and/or whether or not the neighboring blocks are
available blocks). Whether or not the filtering is performed
may be determined in the encoding/decoding process or be
determined in advance according to each condition. Herein-
after, specific examples of a method of determining whether
or not the filtering is performed will be described.

As an example, the encoder and the decoder may determine
whether or not the filtering is performed on the prediction
block based on the intra prediction mode of the encoding/
decoding target block. As described above, the reference pix-
els and the prediction directions used for the intra prediction
may be changed according to the intra prediction mode of the
encoding/decoding target block. Therefore, it may be effi-
cient to determine whether or not the filtering is performed
based on the intra prediction mode of the encoding/decoding
target block.

The following Table 1 shows an example of a method of
determining whether or not the filtering is performed accord-
ing to the intra prediction mode. In Table 1, it is assumed that
the prediction directions of the intra prediction modes and the
mode values allocated to each of the prediction modes were
defined as shown in 410 of FIG. 4A.
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TABLE 1
Intra prediction mode
o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Whether or o o0 1 0 o0 1 1 0 1 1 0 o0 1 1 o0 0 1 1
not filtering
is performed
Intra prediction mode
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
Whether or o 0 o o0 1 1 1 1 0 o0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1
not filtering

is performed

Here, 0 among the values allocated to the intra prediction
mode may indicate that the filtering is not performed, and 1
thereamong may indicate that the filtering is performed.

As an example, in the case in which the prediction mode of
the current block is a DC mode (for example, a prediction
mode having a mode value of 2), since the prediction block is
generated by the average of the pixel values of a plurality of
reference pixels, the correlation between the prediction pixels
and the reference pixels becomes small. Therefore, in this
case, the encoder and the decoder may perform the filtering
on the prediction pixels in the prediction block. As another
example, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is a planar mode (for example, a prediction
mode having a mode value of 34), as described above with
reference to FIG. 5, the right vertical line prediction pixels
and the lower horizontal line prediction pixels are derived and
the weights are applied based on the derived prediction pixels
and the reference pixels, thereby making it possible to derive
prediction values for each pixel in the current block. There-
fore, in this case, since the correlation between the prediction
pixels and the reference pixels becomes small, the encoder
and the decoder may perform the filtering on the prediction
pixels in the prediction block.

As still another example, in the case in which the intra
prediction mode of the current block is a vertical right mode
(for example, a prediction mode having a mode value of 5, 6,
12,13,22, 23, 24, and 25), since the encoder and the decoder
perform the intra prediction on the current block using the
above reference pixels and/or the above-right reference pix-
els, the correlation between the prediction pixels positioned at
a left region in the prediction block and the left reference
pixels may become small. Therefore, in this case, the filtering
may be performed on the pixels positioned at the left region in
the prediction block. As still another example, in the case in
which the intra prediction mode of the current block is a
horizontal below mode (for example, a prediction mode hav-
ing a mode value of 8, 9, 16, 17,30, 31, 32, and 33), since the
encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction on the
current block using the left reference pixels and/or the below-
left reference pixels, the correlation between the prediction
pixels positioned at an upper region in the prediction block
and the above reference pixels may become small. Therefore,
in this case, the filtering may be performed on the pixels
positioned at the upper region in the prediction block.

In addition, the encoder and the decoder may also perform
the filtering on a vertical mode (for example, a prediction
mode having a mode value of 0) and a horizontal mode (for
example, a prediction mode having a mode value of 1), unlike
the example of Table 1. In the case in which the intra predic-
tion mode of the current block is the vertical mode, since the
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encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction on the
current block using the above reference pixels, the correlation
between the prediction pixels positioned at the left region in
the prediction block and the left reference pixels may become
small. Therefore, in this case, the filtering may be performed
on the pixels positioned at the left region in the prediction
block. As still another example, in the case in which the intra
prediction mode of the current block is a horizontal mode (for
example, a prediction mode having a mode value of 1), since
the encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction on
the current block using the left reference pixels, the correla-
tion between the prediction pixels positioned at the upper
region in the prediction block and the above reference pixels
may become small. Therefore, in this case, the filtering may
be performed on the pixels positioned at the upper region in
the prediction block.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the intra prediction mode
of the current block corresponds to one of the prediction
modes (for example, prediction modes having mode values of
3,4,7,10,11, 14,15, 18,19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, and 29) other
than the above-mentioned prediction modes, the encoder and
the decoder may use at least one of the above reference pixels
and the above-right reference pixels for the intra prediction
and use at least one of the left reference pixels and the below-
left reference pixels for the intra prediction. Therefore, in this
case, since all of the prediction pixels positioned at the left
region and the upper region in the prediction block may
maintain the correlation with the reference pixels, the encoder
and the decoder may not perform the filtering on the predic-
tion block.

In each of the cases in which the filtering is performed,
regions in which the filtering is performed in the current block
and/or the prediction block and/or positions of pixels on
which the filtering is performed in the current block will be
described below.

As another example, the encoder and the decoder may
determine whether or not the filtering is performed on the
prediction block based on the size and/or the depth of the
current block (and/or the prediction target block). Here, the
current block may correspond to at least one of the CU, the
PU, and the TU.

The following Table 2 shows an example of a method of
determining whether or not filtering is performed according
to a block size, and the following Table 3 shows an example of
amethod of determining whether or not filtering is performed
according to a depth value of a current block. In examples of
Tables 2 and 3, the current block may correspond to the TU,
a size of the TU may be, for example, 2x2, 4x4, 8x8, 16x16,
32x32, 64x64, or the like. However, the present invention is
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not limited thereto. That is, the current block may correspond
to the CU, the PU, or the like, rather than the TU.

20

chroma block, that is, information on a color component of
the current block. For example, the encoder and the decoder
may perform the filtering on the prediction block only in the

TABLE 2 case in which the current block corresponds to the luma block
Block si 5 and may not perform the filtering on the prediction block in
OCK S17€ . .
the case in which the current block corresponds to the chroma
2x2  4x4  8x8 16x16 32x32 64x64 block.
Whether or 0 ) ) ) ) 0 As still ar}other example, the encode.r agd the decoder may
not filtering also determine whether or not the filtering is performed based
is performed 19" on information on the encoding parameters of the neighbor-
ing blocks adjacent to the current block, whether or not con-
strained intra prediction (CIP) is applied to the current block,
TABLE 3 whether or not there are the neighboring blocks (and/or
15 Whether or not the neighboring blocks are available blocks),
Depth value and the like. A specific example of each of the methods of
determining whether or not filtering is performed will be
0 1 2 3 4 5 .
described below.
Whether or 1 1 1 0 0 0 Again referring to FIG. 10, in the case in which it is deter-
not ﬁl;ermgd 5o mined that the filtering is performed on the current block
15 performe and/or the prediction block, the encoder and the decoder may
determine the region on which the filtering is performed in the
Here, 0 among the values allocated to the intra prediction current block and/or the prediction block (S1020). Here, the
mode may indicate that the filtering is not performed, and 1 region on which the filtering is performed may correspond to
thereamong may indicate that the filtering is performed. 55 atleast one sample in the current block and/or the prediction
The encoder and the decoder may also determine whether block.
or not the filtering is performed on the current block and/or As described above, the encoder and the decoder performs
the prediction block in consideration of both of the intra  the filtering on prediction pixels having a small correlation
prediction mode of the current block and the size of the with the reference pixel used for the intra prediction, thereby
zurrent. bloclli. Ehat 18, thﬁ e{rﬁcoder e}nd tl;e defioger glay 4 making it possible to reduce a prediction error. That is, the
etermine whether or not the filtering 1s performed based on encoder and the decoder may determine that a region having
the size of the current block with respect to each of the intra - e .

P - L a relatively large prediction error in the current block and/or
prediction modes. In this case, whether or not the filtering is h diction block is the filteri cformi ion. In thi
performed may be determined to be different per the inter ©prediction block 1s the liltering pertorming region. in tiis
prediction mode according to the size of the current block. case, the encoder and the decoder may determine the filtering
The following Table 4 shows an example of a method of 35 Performingregionbasedonatleastone of the intra prediction
determining whether or not filtering is performed according ~ mode of the current block, the size (and/or the depth) of the
to the intra prediction mode of the current block and the size current block, and the encoding mode of the neighboring
of the current block. blocks adjacent to the current block. Here, the encoding mode

TABLE 4
Intra prediction mode
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Block 2x2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O 0O 0 0 0 0 O O O 0 0
siZe 4x4 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 0o 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 1
§x8 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 o 1 1 0o 0o 1 1 0 0 1 1
6x16 0 0o 1 0o o0 1 1 o 1 1 0o 0o 1 1 0 0 1 1
32x32 0 0 0 0 0o 1 1 o0 1 1 0 o 1 1 0 0 1 1
64x64 0 0 0O 0 O 0O 0 0O O 0O 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 O
Intra prediction mode
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
Block 2x2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0O O O 0 0O 0 0 O O 0 O
size 4x4 0 0 0 O 1 1 1 1 0o 0o 0 O 1 1 1 1 1
§x8 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 o 0o o 0o 1 1 1 1 1
6x16 0 0o 0o 0o 1 1 1 1 0o o 0o o 1 1 1 1 1
32x32 0 0 0 o0 1 1 1 1 0 0o 0o o 1 1 1 1 0
64x64 0 0 0O 0 0O 0O O 0O O O O 0O 0 0 0 0 0
Here, 0 among the values allocated to each of the intra 60 of the neighboring blocks may indicate whether the neigh-
prediction modes may indicate that the filtering is not per- boring blocks are encoded/decoded in the inter mode or are
formed, and 1 thereamong may indicate that the filtering is encoded/decoded in the intra mode. Specific examples of a
performed. method for determining a filtering performing region will be
As still another example, the encoder and the decoder may described below.
determine whether or not the filtering is performed on the 65  In addition, the encoder and the decoder may determine a

prediction block based on information on which the current
block corresponds to the luma block or corresponds to the

filter type applied to each of the prediction pixels in the
filtering performing region (S1030).
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Here, the filter type may include information on a filter
shape, a filter tap, a filter coefficient, and the like. A plurality
ofintra prediction modes may have different prediction direc-
tions, and a method of using a reconstructed reference pixel
may be changed according to positions of filtering target
pixels. Therefore, the encoder and the decoder adaptively
determines the filter type, thereby making it possible to
improve the filtering efficiency. For example, the encoder and
the decoder may determine the filter type applied to each of
the filtering target pixels based on the intra prediction mode of
the current block, the size (and/or the depth) of the current
block, and/or the positions of the filtering target pixels. An
example of the filter shape may include a horizontal shape, a
vertical shape, a diagonal shape, and the like, and an example
of the filter tap may include a 2-tap, a 3-tap, a 4-tap, and the
like.

Further, the encoder and the decoder may determine the
filter coefficient based on the size of the prediction block, the
positions of the filtering target pixels, and the like. That is, the
encoder and the decoder may change the filter coefficient
applied to the filtering target pixels according to the size of the
prediction block, the positions of the filtering target pixels,
and the like. Therefore, filtering strength for the filtering
target pixels may be adaptively determined As an example, in
the case in which the 2-tap filter is used, the filter coefficient
may be [1:3], [1:7], [3:5], or the like. As another example, in
the case in which the 3-tap filter is used, the filter coefficient
may be [1:2:1], [1:4:1], [1:6:1], or the like.

Meanwhile, the filter determined by the filter type may also
not be a filter defined by the filter shape, the filter tap, the filter
coefficient, or the like. For example, the encoder and the
decoder may also perform a filtering process by adding an
offset value determined by a predetermined process to the
pixel values of the reference pixels. In this case, the filtering
process may also be combined with the prediction block
generating process to thereby be performed as a single pro-
cess. That is, the filtered prediction pixel values of each of the
pixels in the current block may be derived only by the above-
mentioned filtering process. In this case, the above-men-
tioned filtering process may correspond to a single process
including both of the prediction pixel generating process and
the filtering process for the generated prediction pixels.

Specific examples of a method for determining a filter type
will be described below.

After the filtering performing region and the filter type are
determined, the encoder and the decoder may perform the
filtering on each of the prediction pixels in the prediction
block based on the filtering performing region and the filter
type (S1040). In the case in which it is determined that the
filtering is not performed on the prediction block, the encoder
and the decoder may also not perform the filtering on the
prediction block (and/or each of the prediction pixels in the
prediction block) (S1050).

FIG. 11 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
amethod of determining whether or not filtering is performed
based on encoding parameters of neighboring blocks adjacent
to a current block.

In FIG. 11, the encoding parameters of the neighboring
blocks may include an intra prediction mode, an inter predic-
tion mode, an encoding mode, or the like. Here, the encoding
mode of the neighboring blocks may indicate whether the
neighboring blocks are encoded/decoded in the inter mode or
are encoded/decoded in the intra mode.

1110 of FIG. 11 shows an example of a method of deter-
mining whether or not filtering is performed based on the intra
prediction mode of the neighboring block adjacent to the
current block. 1113 of FIG. 11 indicates the current block C,
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and 1116 of FIG. 11 indicates a left neighboring block A
adjacent to the left of the current block. In 1110 of FIG. 11, it
is assumed that the intra prediction mode of the current block
corresponds to the vertical prediction mode. In this case, since
the encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction on
the current block using the above reference pixels and/or the
above-right reference pixels, the filtering may be performed
on the pixels positioned at a left region 1119 in the prediction
block.

However, in the case in which a prediction direction of the
left neighboring block A 1116 adjacent to a filtering target
region 1119 and a prediction direction of the current block C
1113 are different from each other as shown in 1110 of FIG.
11, it may be more efficient not to perform the filtering on the
filtering target region 1119. Therefore, in the case in which
the prediction direction of the neighboring block 1116 adja-
cent to the filtering target region 1119 and the prediction
direction of the current block C 1113 are different from each
other, the encoder and the decoder may not perform the fil-
tering on the filtering target region 1119. To the contrary, in
the case in which the prediction direction of the neighboring
block 1116 adjacent to the filtering target region 1119 and the
prediction direction of the current block C 1113 are the same
as or similar to each other (for example, in the case in which
a difference value between prediction angles is a predeter-
mined threshold value or less), the encoder and the decoder
performs the filtering on the filtering target region 1119,
thereby making it possible to reduce the prediction error.

1120 of FIG. 11 shows an example of a method of deter-
mining whether filtering is performed based on the encoding
mode of the neighboring block adjacent to the current block in
the case in which the constrained intra prediction (CIP) is
applied to the current block. 1123 of FIG. 11 indicates the
current block C, and 1126 of FIG. 11 indicates a left neigh-
boring block A adjacent to the left of the current block. In
1120 of FIG. 11, it is assumed that the intra prediction mode
of the current block corresponds to the vertical prediction
mode. In this case, since the encoder and the decoder perform
the intra prediction on the current block using the above
reference pixels and/or the above-right reference pixels, the
filtering may be performed on the pixels positioned at a left
region 1129 in the prediction block.

However, in the case in which the CIP is applied to the
current block C 1123, the encoder and the decoder may also
not perform the filtering on a filtering target region 1129
according to the encoding mode of the left neighboring block
A 1126 adjacent to the filtering target region 1129.

In the case in which the CIP is applied to the current block
1123, the encoder and the decoder may not use pixels in the
neighboring block encoded in the inter mode as the reference
pixels in performing the intra prediction on the current block
1123. For example, in 1120 of FIG. 11, in the case in which
the left neighboring block A 1126 is encoded in the inter
mode, the reference pixels in the left neighboring block 1126,
that is, the left reference pixels may not be used for the inter
prediction of the current block 1123. In this case, the encoder
and the decoder may fill positions of the left reference pixels
with the pixel values of the reference pixels in the block
encoded in the intra mode and then perform the intra predic-
tion. That is, the encoder and the decoder does not use the
pixels to which the inter mode is applied for the intra predic-
tion, thereby making it possible to enhance resistance against
the error.

Therefore, in the case in which the CIP is applied to the
current block 1123 and the encoding mode of the left neigh-
boring block 1126 adjacent to the filtering target region 1129
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is the inter mode as shown in 1120 of FIG. 11, the encoder and
the decoder may not perform the filtering on the filtering
target region 1129.

FIG. 12 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
amethod of determining whether or not filtering is performed
based on information on whether or not the neighboring
blocks adjacent to the current block is present (and/or
whether or not the neighboring blocks are an available block).

1210 of FIG. 12 indicates the current block C, and 1220 of
FIG. 12 indicates a neighboring block A adjacent to the left of
the current block. In FIG. 12, it is assumed that the intra
prediction mode ofthe current block 1210 corresponds to the
vertical prediction mode. In this case, since the encoder and
the decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
using the above reference pixels and/or the above-right ref-
erence pixels, the filtering may be performed on the pixels
positioned at a left region 1230 in the prediction block.

However, in the case in which the neighboring block adja-
cent to the filtering target region is not present or is not
available, the encoder and the decoder may also not perform
the filtering on the filtering target region. Here, an example of
the case in which the neighboring block adjacent to the filter-
ing target region is not present or is not available, there are a
case in which the current block is present on a boundary of a
current picture, a case in which the neighboring block adja-
cent to the current block is present outside a boundary of a
slice to which the current block pertains, and the like.

In the case in which the neighboring block adjacent to the
filtering target region is not present or is not available, the
encoder and the decoder may generate reference pixel values
of positions adjacent to the filtering target region using avail-
able reference pixels and then perform the intra prediction.
However, in this case, since a plurality of generated reference
pixels may have values similar to each other and the values of
the generated reference pixels may not be similar to the pixel
values in the current block, when the filtering is performed on
the current block based on the generated reference pixels, the
encoding efficiency may be reduced. Therefore, the encoder
and the decoder may not perform the filtering on the filtering
target region.

Referring to FIG. 12, reconstructed blocks B and D are
present around the current block C 1210. Further, a left neigh-
boring block A 1220 adjacent to a filtering target region 1230
in the current block 1210 is present outside a boundary 1240
of a slice to which the current block 1210 pertains. In this
case, since the left neighboring block A 1220 adjacent to the
filtering target region 1230 corresponds to an unavailable
region, the encoder and the decoder may not perform the
filtering on the filtering target region 1230.

FIG. 13 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a method of determining a filtering performing region based
on an intra prediction mode of the current block.

As described above, the encoder and the decoder may
perform the intra prediction on the encoding/decoding target
block based on the previously reconstructed reference pixels.
In this case, since the reference pixel and/or the prediction
direction used for the intra prediction may be changed
according to the intra prediction mode of the current block, it
may be efficient to determine that a region having a relatively
large prediction error is the filtering performing region, in
consideration of the intra prediction mode of the current
block. More specifically, prediction pixels positioned at a
region adjacent to reference pixels that are not used for the
intra prediction in the prediction block may have a low cor-
relation with the reference pixels and a large prediction error.
Therefore, the encoder and the decoder performs the filtering
on the prediction pixels in the region adjacent to the reference
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pixels that are not used for the intra prediction among the
prediction pixels in the prediction block, thereby making it
possible to reduce the prediction error and improve the pre-
diction efficiency.

1310 of FIG. 13 shows an example of a filtering performing
region in the case in which the prediction mode of the current
block is the DC mode and/or the planar mode. In 1310 of FIG.
13, 1313 may indicate a prediction block, and 1316 may
indicate a filtering performing region.

As described above, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block is the DC mode, since the predic-
tion block 1313 is generated by the average of the pixel values
of the plurality of reference pixels, the correlation between
the prediction pixel and the reference pixel becomes small.
Therefore, in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that at least one horizontal pixel line (hereinafter,
referred to as an upper horizontal prediction pixel line) posi-
tioned at the uppermost portion in the prediction block 1313
and at least vertical pixel line (hereinafter, referred to as a left
vertical prediction pixel line) positioned at the leftmost por-
tion in the prediction block 1313 are the filtering performing
region 1316. Here, the number of horizontal pixel lines
included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line and the
number of vertical pixel lines included in the left vertical
prediction pixel line may be a predetermined fixed number.
For example, each of the upper horizontal prediction pixel
line and the left vertical prediction pixel line may include one
pixel line. In addition, as in an example of FIG. 14 described
below, the number of pixel lines included in the upper hori-
zontal prediction pixel line and the number of pixel lines
included in the left vertical prediction pixel line may also be
determined based on the sizes of the current block and/or the
prediction block 1313. That is, the number of pixel lines
included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line and the
number of pixel lines included in the left vertical prediction
pixel line may be variable according to the sizes of the current
block and/or the prediction block 1313. For example, each of
the number of pixel lines included in the upper horizontal
prediction pixel line and the number of pixel lines included in
the left vertical prediction pixel line may be 1, 2, 4, or the like.

Meanwhile, even in the prediction mode of the current
block is the planar mode (the prediction mode having the
mode value of 34), the correlation between the prediction
pixel and the reference pixel may be small. Therefore, in this
case, the encoder and the decoder may determine that the
upper horizontal prediction pixel line and the left vertical
prediction pixel line are the filtering performing region 1316,
as in the DC mode.

1320 of FIG. 13 shows an example of a filtering performing
region in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the
current block is the vertical right mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value of 5, 6, 12, 13,22, 23,
24, and 25). In 1320 of FIG. 13, 1323 may indicate a predic-
tion block, and 1326 may indicate a filtering performing
region.

In the case in which the prediction mode of the current
block is the vertical right mode, since the encoder and the
decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
based on the above reference pixels and/or the above-right
reference pixels, the correlation between the prediction pixels
positioned at the left region in the prediction block 1323 and
the left reference pixels may become small. Therefore, in this
case, the encoder and the decoder determines that at least one
vertical pixel line positioned at the lefimost portion in the
prediction block 1323, that is, the left vertical prediction pixel
line is the filtering performing region 1326 and perform the
filtering, thereby making it possible to improve the prediction
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efficiency. In this case, the number of vertical pixel lines
included in the left vertical prediction pixel line may be a
predetermined fixed number. For example, the left vertical
prediction pixel line may include one vertical pixel line. Fur-
ther, as in an example of FIG. 14 described below, the number
of vertical pixel lines included in the left vertical prediction
pixel line may also be determined based on the sizes of the
current block and/or the prediction block 1323. That is, the
number of vertical pixel lines included in the left vertical
prediction pixel line may be variable according to the sizes of
the current block and/or the prediction block 1323 and be, for
example, 1, 2, 4, or the like.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the vertical mode, since the encoder and the
decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
using the above reference pixels, the correlation between the
prediction pixels positioned at the left region in the prediction
block and the left reference pixels may become small. There-
fore, even in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that the left vertical prediction pixel line is the
filtering performing region and perform the filtering.

1330 of FIG. 13 shows an example of a filtering performing
region in the case in which the intra prediction mode of the
current block is the horizontal below mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value 0f 8, 9,16, 17,30, 31,
32, and 33). In 1330 of FIG. 13, 1333 may indicate a predic-
tion block, and 1336 may indicate a filtering performing
region.

In the case in which the intra prediction mode of the current
block is the horizontal below mode, since the encoder and the
decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
using the left reference pixels and/or the below-left reference
pixels, the correlation between the prediction pixels posi-
tioned at the upper region in the prediction block 1333 and the
above reference pixels may become small. Therefore, in this
case, the encoder and the decoder determines that at least one
horizontal pixel line positioned at the uppermost portion in
the prediction block 1333, that is, the upper horizontal pre-
diction pixel line is the filtering performing region 1336 and
perform the filtering, thereby making it possible to improve
the prediction efficiency. In this case, the number of horizon-
tal pixel lines included in the upper horizontal prediction
pixel line may be a predetermined fixed number. For example,
the upper horizontal prediction pixel line may include one
horizontal pixel line. Further, as in an example of FIG. 14
described below, the number of horizontal pixel lines
included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line may also
be determined based on the sizes of the current block and/or
the prediction block 1333. That is, the number of horizontal
pixel lines included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel
line may be variable according to the sizes of the current block
and/or the prediction block 1333 and be, for example, 1,2, 4,
or the like.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the horizontal mode, since the encoder and
the decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
using the left reference pixels, the correlation between the
prediction pixels positioned at the upper region in the predic-
tion block and the above reference pixels may become small.
Therefore, even in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that the upper horizontal prediction pixel line is the
filtering performing region and perform the filtering.

FIG. 14 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a method of determining a filtering performing region based
on a size and/or a depth of the current block.

In the case in which a size of the current block (and/or the
prediction target block) is large, a size of a region having a
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large prediction error in the current block may also be large,
and in the case in which the size of the current block (and/or
the prediction target block) is small, the size of the region
having the large prediction error in the current block may also
be small. Therefore, the encoder and the decoder determines
the filtering performing region based on the size (and/or the
depth) of the current block (and/or the prediction target
block), thereby making it possible to improve the encoding
efficiency. In the case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that a region having a relatively large prediction
error is the filtering performing region.

1410 of FIG. 14 shows an example of a filtering performing
region in the case in which a size of a current block is 8x8. In
1410 of FIG. 14, 1413 indicates a current block, and 1416
indicates a filtering performing region. In 1410 of FIG. 14, it
is assumed that an intra prediction mode of the current block
1413 corresponds to the vertical right mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value of 6). In this case,
since the encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction
on the current block using the above reference pixels and/or
the above-right reference pixels, a prediction error of a left
region to which a distance from the above reference pixels
and/or the above-right reference pixels is distant in the pre-
diction block may be large. Therefore, in this case, the
encoder and the decoder may determine that at least one
vertical pixel line positioned at the lefimost portion in the
prediction block, that is, the left vertical prediction pixel line
is the filtering performing region 1416.

1420 of FIG. 14 shows an example of a filtering performing
region in the case in which a size of a current block is 32x32.
In 1420 of F1G. 14, 1423 indicates a current block, and 1426
indicates a filtering target region. In 1420 of FIG. 14, it is
assumed that an intra prediction mode of the current block
1423 corresponds to the vertical right mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value of 6). In this case,
since the encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction
on the current block using the above reference pixels and/or
the above-right reference pixels, a prediction error of a left
region to which a distance from the above reference pixels
and/or the above-right reference pixels is distant in the pre-
diction block may be large. Therefore, in this case, the
encoder and the decoder may determine that at least one
vertical pixel line positioned at the lefimost portion in the
prediction block, that is, the left vertical prediction pixel line
is the filtering performing region 1426.

In 1410 or 1420 of FIG. 14, the number vertical pixel lines
configuring the left vertical prediction pixel line may be
determined based on the sizes of the current block 1413 or
1423 and/or the prediction block. In 1410 of FIG. 14, the size
of the current block is 8x8, which is a relatively small value.
Therefore, in this case, since the size of the region having the
large prediction error may be small, the encoder and the
decoder may determine that two vertical pixel lines posi-
tioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block are the
filtering performing region. On the other hand, in 1420 of
FIG. 14, the size of the current block is 32x32, which is a
relatively large value. Therefore, in this case, since the size of
the region having the large prediction error may be large, the
encoder and the decoder may determine that four vertical
pixel lines positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction
block are the filtering performing region.

The following Table 5 shows an example of a filtering
performing region according to a block size, and the follow-
ing Table 6 shows an example of a filtering performing region
according to a depth value of a current block. The encoder and
the decoder may determine the filtering performing region
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based on the size and/or the depth of the current block, as
shown in the following Tables 5 and 6.

TABLE 5
Block size
2x%2 4x4 8x8 16x16 32x32 64x64
Filtering 0x0 1x4 2x8 4x16 8x32 16 x 64
performing
region
TABLE 6
Depth value
5 4 3 2 1 0
Filtering 0x0 4x1 8x2 16x4 32x8 64 x 16
performing
region

Here, the current block may correspond to the TU, a size of
the TU may be, for example, 2x2, 4x4, 8x8, 16x16, 32x32,
64x64, or the like. However, the present invention is not
limited thereto. That is, the current block may correspond to
the CU, the PU, or the like, rather than the TU.

The size and/or the position of the filtering performing
region determined according to the size and/or the depth of
the current block are not limited to the above-mentioned
examples, but may also be determined to be a size and/or a
position different from those of the above-mentioned
examples. Further, in the above examples, the method of
determining a filtering performing region based on the verti-
cal right mode has been described for convenience of expla-
nation. However, the method for determining a filtering per-
forming region may also be similarly applied in the case in
which the prediction mode corresponds to modes other than
the vertical mode.

FIG. 15 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a method of determining a filtering performing region based
on an encoding mode of the neighboring blocks adjacent to
the current block.

In FIG. 15, it is assumed that the intra prediction mode of
the current block C 1510 corresponds to the vertical predic-
tion mode. In this case, since the encoder and the decoder
perform the intra prediction on the current block using the
above reference pixels and/or the above-right reference pix-
els, the filtering may be performed on the pixels positioned at
a left region 1129 in the prediction block.

However, in the case in which the encoding mode of the
neighboring bock adjacent to the current block is the inter
mode, it is highly likely that the recovered pixel values in the
neighboring block will be unreliable due to an error generated
in a network, or the like, and when the filtering is performed
based on the reconstructed pixel values in the neighboring
block of which the encoding mode is the inter mode, the
encoding efficiency may be reduced. Therefore, the encoder
and the decoder may not perform the filtering on a region
adjacent to the neighboring block of which the encoding
mode is the inter mode. That is, the encoder and the decoder
may determine the filtering performing region based on the
encoding mode of the neighboring block adjacent to the cur-
rent block.

Referring to FIG. 15, as the neighboring blocks adjacent to
the left of the current block 1510, there are a reconstructed
neighboring block A 1520 and a reconstructed neighboring
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block B 1530. Here, it is assumed that an encoding mode of
the neighboring block A 1520 is the intra mode, and an
encoding mode of the neighboring block B 1530 is the inter
mode. In this case, the encoder and the decoder may deter-
mine that only a region adjacent to the neighboring block B
1530 encoded in the intra mode in the left region in the
prediction block is the filtering target region.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are diagrams showing an example of a
filter type determining method according to the intra predic-
tion mode of the current block.

1610 of FIG. 16 A shows an example of a filter type deter-
mining method in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the DC mode and/or the planar mode. In 1610
of FIG. 16 A, 1615 indicates a prediction block, and 1620 is a
filter tap applied to a filtering target pixel.

As described above, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block is the DC mode, since the predic-
tion block 1615 is generated by the average of the pixel values
of the plurality of reference pixels, the correlation between
the prediction pixel and the reference pixel becomes small.
Therefore, in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that prediction pixels (for example, (0,0), (1,0),
(2,0), (3,0), (4,0), (5,0), (6,0), (7,0), (0,1), (0,2), (0,3), (0,4),
(0,5), (0,6), (0,7)) included in an upper horizontal prediction
line (for example, one horizontal pixel line positioned at the
uppermost portion in the prediction block 1615) and a left
vertical pixel line (for example, one vertical pixel line posi-
tioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block 1615) are
the filtering performing region. Further, in the case in which
the prediction mode of the current block is the planar mode,
the correlation between the prediction pixel and the reference
pixel may be small. Therefore, in this case, the encoder and
the decoder may determine that the prediction pixels included
in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line and the left ver-
tical prediction pixel line are the filtering performing region,
as in the DC mode.

In the case in which the prediction mode of the current
block is the DC mode and/or the planar mode, the encoder and
the decoder may apply a 3-tap filter 1629 of [1/4, 2/4, 1/4] to
a left upper prediction pixel (0,0) positioned at the leftmost
upper portion in the prediction block. In this case, the encoder
and the decoder may perform the filtering on the filtering
target pixel based on the filtering target pixel (0,0), areference
pixel (0,—1) adjacent to an upper portion of the filtering target
pixel, and a reference pixel (-1,0) adjacent to the left of the
filtering target pixel. In this case, a filter coefficient applied to
the filtering target pixel may be 2/4, and a filter coefficient
applied to the reference pixel adjacent to the upper portion of
the filtering target pixel and the reference pixel adjacent to the
left of the filtering target pixel may be 1/4.

Further, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the DC mode and/or the planar mode, the
encoder and the decoder may apply a horizontal 2-tap filter
1623 of [1/4, 3/4] to each of the pixels (for example, (0,1),
(0,2), (0,3), (0,4), (0,5), (0,6), and (0,7)) except for the left
upper prediction pixel among prediction pixels included in
the left vertical prediction pixel line. Here, when it is assumed
that a position of the filtering target pixel is (0,y), the encoder
and the decoder may perform the filtering on the filtering
target pixel based on the filtering target pixel (0,y) and a
reference pixel (-1,y) adjacent to the left of the filtering target
pixel. In this case, a filter coefficient applied to the filtering
target pixel may be 3/4, and a filter coefficient applied to the
reference pixel adjacent to the left of the filtering target pixel
may be 1/4.

Further, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the DC mode and/or the planar mode, the
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encoder and the decoder may apply a vertical 2-tap filter 1625
of'[1/4, 3/4] to each of the pixels (for example, (1,0), (2,0),
(3,0), (4,0), (5,0), (6,0) and (7,0)) except for the left upper
prediction pixel among prediction pixels included in the
upper horizontal prediction pixel line. Here, when it is
assumed that a position of the filtering target pixel is (x,0), the
encoder and the decoder may perform the filtering on the
filtering target pixel based on the filtering target pixel (x,0)
and areference pixel (x,—1) adjacent to an upper portion of the
filtering target pixel. In this case, a filter coefficient applied to
the filtering target pixel may be 3/4, and a filter coefficient
applied to the reference pixel adjacent to the upper portion of
the filtering target pixel may be 1/4.

In the above-mentioned example, the encoder and the
decoder may also use different filter types (for example, a
filter shape, a filter tap, a filter coefficient, or the like) accord-
ing to the size of the current block. In this case, the encoder
and the decoder may adaptively determine the filter type
based on the size of the current block. However, the encoder
and the decoder may also always use a predetermined fixed
filter type (for example, a filter shape, a filter tap, a filter
coefficient, or the like) regardless of the sizes of the current
block and/or the prediction block as in the above-mentioned
example.

1630 of FIG. 16 A shows an example of a filter type deter-
mining method in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the vertical right mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value of 5, 6,12, 13,22, 23,
24, and 25).In 1630 of FIG. 16 A, 1635 indicates a prediction
block, and 1640 is a filter tap applied to a filtering target pixel.

As described above, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block is the vertical right mode, since the
encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction on the
current block based on the above reference pixels and/or the
above-right reference pixels, the correlation between the pre-
diction pixels positioned at the left region in the prediction
block 1635 and the left reference pixels may become small.
Therefore, in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that prediction pixels (for example, (0,0), (0,1),
(0,2), (0,3), (0,4), (0,5), (0,6), and (0,7)) included in a left
vertical prediction pixel line (for example, one vertical pixel
line positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block
1635) are the filtering performing region.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the vertical mode (for example, the prediction
mode having the mode value of 0), since the encoder and the
decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
using the above reference pixels, the correlation between the
prediction pixels positioned at the left region in the prediction
block and the left reference pixels may become small. There-
fore, even in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that the prediction pixels included in the left ver-
tical prediction pixel line are the filtering performing region.
However, a filter type applied to the vertical mode may be
different from a filter type applied to the vertical right mode.

In the case in which the prediction mode of the current
block is the vertical right mode, the encoder and the decoder
may apply a diagonal 2-tap filter 1640 of [1/4, 3/4] to each of
the prediction pixels (for example, (0,1), (0,2), (0,3), (0,4),
(0,5), (0,6), and (0,7)) included in the left vertical prediction
pixel line. Here, when it is assumed that a position of the
filtering target pixel is (0,y), the encoder and the decoder may
perform the filtering on the filtering target pixel based on the
filtering target pixel (0,y) and a reference pixel (-1,y+1)
adjacent to a lower portion of a reference pixel adjacent to the
left of the filtering target pixel. In this case, a filter coefficient
applied to the filtering target pixel may be 3/4, and a filter
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coefficient applied to the reference pixel adjacent to the lower
portion of the reference pixel adjacent to the left of the filter-
ing target pixel may be 1/4.

1650 of FIG. 16B shows an example of a filter type deter-
mining method in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the horizontal below mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value of 8, 9, 16, 17,30, 31,
32, and 33). In 1650 of FIG. 16B, 1655 indicates a prediction
block, and 1660 is a filter tap applied to a filtering target pixel.

As described above, in the case in which the intra predic-
tion mode of the current block is the horizontal below mode,
since the encoder and the decoder perform the intra prediction
on the current block using the left reference pixels and/or the
below-left reference pixels, the correlation between the pre-
diction pixels positioned at the upper region in the prediction
block 1655 and the above reference pixels may become small.
Therefore, in this case, the encoder and the decoder may
determine that prediction pixels (for example, (0,0), (1,0),
(2,0), (3,0), (4,0), (5,0), (6,0), and (7,0)) included in an upper
horizontal prediction pixel line (for example, one vertical
pixel line positioned at the uppermost portion in the predic-
tion block 1655) are the filtering performing region.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block is the horizontal mode (for example, the pre-
diction mode having the mode value of 1), since the encoder
and the decoder perform the intra prediction on the current
block using the left reference pixels, the correlation between
the prediction pixels positioned at the upper region in the
prediction block 1655 and the above reference pixels may
become small. Therefore, even in this case, the encoder and
the decoder may determine that the prediction pixels included
in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line are the filtering
performing region. However, a filter type applied to the hori-
zontal mode may be different from a filter type applied to the
horizontal below mode.

In the case in which the prediction mode of the current
block is the horizontal below mode, the encoder and the
decoder may apply a diagonal 2-tap filter 1660 of [1/4,3/4] to
each of the prediction pixels (for example, (0,0) (1,0), (2,0),
(3,0), (4,0), (5,0), (6,0), and (7,0)) included in the upper
horizontal prediction pixel line. Here, when it is assumed that
aposition of the filtering target pixel is (x,0), the encoder and
the decoder may perform the filtering on the filtering target
pixel based on the filtering target pixel (x,0) and a reference
pixel (x+1,-1) adjacent to the right of a reference pixel adja-
cent to an upper portion of the filtering target pixel. In this
case, a filter coefficient applied to the filtering target pixel
may be 3/4, and a filter coefficient applied to the reference
pixel adjacent to the right of the reference pixel adjacent to the
upper portion of the filtering target pixel may be 1/4.

1670 of FIG. 16B shows an example of a method of adap-
tively determining a filter type (for example, a filter shape, a
filter coefficient, a filter tap, or the like) according to the intra
prediction mode (particularly, the directional prediction
mode) of the current block. In 1670 of FIG. 16B, 1675 indi-
cates a prediction block, and 1680 is a filter tap applied to a
filtering target pixel.

As in the examples 0of 1630 and 1650 described above, the
encoder and the decoder may apply a predetermined fixed
filter type to each of the vertical right mode and/or the hori-
zontal below mode. However, the encoder and the decoder
may also apply various filter types other than the above-
mentioned filter type according to the intra prediction mode.
In this case, the encoder and the decoder may adaptively
determine the filter type based on the intra prediction mode of
the current block.
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As an example, the encoder and the decoder may use a
3-tap filter 1681 performing the filtering based on the filtering
target pixel (x,y), a reference pixel (x+2,y-1), and a reference
pixel (x+3,y-1). In this case, a filter coefficient applied to the
filtering target pixel (x,y) may be 12, a filter coefficient
applied to the reference pixel (x+2,y-1) may be 3, and a filter
coefficient applied to the reference pixel (x+3,y—1) may be 1.
As another example, the encoder and the decoder may use a
3-tap filter 1683, 1685, or 1687 performing the filtering based
on the filtering target pixel (x,y), a reference pixel (x+1,y-1),
and a reference pixel (x+2,y-1). In this case, a filter coeffi-
cient applied to the filtering target pixel (x,y) may be 12, a
filter coefficient applied to the reference pixel (x+1,y-1) may
be 1, and a filter coefficient applied to the reference pixel
(x+2,y-1) may be 3 (1683). In addition, a filter coefficient
applied to the filtering target pixel (x,y) may be 12, a filter
coefficient applied to the reference pixel (x+1,y—1) may be 2,
and a filter coefficient applied to the reference pixel (x+2,y-1)
may be 2 (1685). Further, a filter coefficient applied to the
filtering target pixel (x,y) may be 8, a filter coefficient applied
to the reference pixel (x+1,y-1) may be 6, and a filter coeffi-
cient applied to the reference pixel (x+2,y-1) may be 2
(1687). As still another example, the encoder and the decoder
may also use a 2-tap filter 1689 performing the filtering based
on the filtering target pixel (x,y) and a reference pixel (x+1,
y-1). In this case, a filter coefficient applied to the filtering
target pixel (x,y) may be 8, and a filter coefficient applied to
the reference pixel (x+1,y-1) may be 8.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the intra prediction mode
of the current block corresponds to one of the prediction
modes (for example, prediction modes having mode values of
3,4,7,10,11, 14,15, 18,19, 20, 21, 26, 27, 28, and 29) other
than the above-mentioned prediction modes, the encoder and
the decoder may use at least one of the above reference pixels
and the above-right reference pixels for the intra prediction
and use at least one of the left reference pixels and the below-
left reference pixels for the intra prediction. Therefore, in this
case, since all of the prediction pixels positioned at the left
region and the upper region in the prediction block may
maintain the correlation with the reference pixels, the encoder
and the decoder may not perform the filtering on the predic-
tion block.

Further, as described above in the example of FIG. 10,
since the encoder and the decoder may determine whether or
not the filtering is performed based on the information on the
color component of the current block, the encoder and the
decoder may also perform the filtering process described
above with reference to FIGS. 16 A and 16B only in the case
in which the current block is the luma block. That is, the
filtering processes according to the above-mentioned
examples may be applied only in the case in which the current
block corresponds to the luma block and may not be applied
in the case in which the current block corresponds to the
chroma block.

FIG. 17 is a diagram schematically showing the filter type
determining method according to the example of FIGS. 16A
and 16B.

1710 of FIG. 17 shows an example of a filter type in the
case in which the prediction mode of the current block is the
DC mode and/or the planar mode. 1710 of FIG. 17 shows an
example ofthe same filter type as the filter type shownin 1610
of FIG. 16A.

As described above with reference to 1610 of FIG. 16A, in
the case in which the prediction mode of the current block is
the DC mode (for example, the prediction mode having the
mode value of 2) and/or the planar mode (for example, the
prediction mode having the mode value of 34), the encoder
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and the decoder may apply a 3-tap filter to a left upper pre-
diction pixel (for example, a ¢ pixel in 1710 of FIG. 17)
positioned at the leftmost upper portion in the prediction
block. In addition, the encoder and the decoder may apply a
horizontal 2-tap filter to each of the pixels (for example, a g
pixel in 1710 of FIG. 17) except for the left upper prediction
pixel among the prediction pixels included in a left vertical
prediction pixel line. In addition, the encoder and the decoder
may apply a vertical 2-tap filter to each of the pixels (for
example, an e pixel in 1710 of FIG. 17) except for the left
upper prediction pixel among the prediction pixels included
in an upper horizontal prediction pixel line. As an example,
this may be represented by the following Equation 1.

F_g=(f+3*g+2)>>2
F_e=(d+3%e+2)>>2

F_c=(a+2*c+b+2)>>2 [Equation 1]

Where F_x indicates a filtered prediction pixel value gen-
erated by performing the filtering on a prediction pixel value
of'an x position.

1730 of FIG. 17 shows an example of a filter type in the
case in which the prediction mode of the current block is the
vertical right mode (for example, the prediction mode having
the mode value of 5, 6, 12, 13, 22, 23, 24, and 25). 1730 of
FIG. 17 shows an example of the same filter type as the filter
type shown in 1630 of FIG. 16A.

As described above with reference to 1630 of FIG. 16 A, in
the case in which the prediction mode of the current block is
the vertical right mode, the encoder and the decoder may
apply a 2-tap filter to each of the prediction pixels (for
example, an i pixel and a k pixel in 1730 of FIG. 17) included
in a left vertical prediction pixel line. In the vertical right
mode, since the prediction direction is a diagonal direction,
the encoder and the decoder may determine thata shape ofthe
filter is a diagonal shape. As an example, this may be repre-
sented by the following Equation 2.

F_i=(h+3%i+2)>>2

F_i=(j+3*k+2)>>2 [Equation 2]

Where F_x indicates a filtered prediction pixel value gen-
erated by performing the filtering on a prediction pixel value
of'an x position.

1750 of FIG. 17 shows an example of a filter type in the
case in which the prediction mode of the current block is the
horizontal below mode (for example, the prediction mode
having the mode value 0of 8,9, 16,17,30,31,32, and 33). 1750
of FIG. 17 shows an example of the same filter type as the
filter type shown in 1650 of FIG. 16B.

As described above with reference to 1650 of FIG. 16B, in
the case in which the prediction mode of the current block is
the horizontal below mode, the encoder and the decoder may
apply a 2-tap filter to each of the prediction pixels (for
example, an m pixel and an o pixel in 1750 of FIG. 17)
included in an upper horizontal prediction pixel line. In the
horizontal below mode, since the prediction direction is a
diagonal direction, the encoder and the decoder may deter-
mine that a shape of the filter is a diagonal shape. As an
example, this may be represented by the following Equation
3.

F_m=(14+3%*m+2)>>2

F_o=(n+3*0+2)>>2 [Equation 3]
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Where F_x indicates a filtered prediction pixel value gen-
erated by performing the filtering on a prediction pixel value
of an x position.

FIG. 18 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a filter type applied in the case in which a prediction mode of
the current block is a vertical mode and/or a horizontal mode.

In an example to be described below, terms such as a first
reference pixel, a second reference pixel, a third reference
pixel, and the like, will be independently used in each of 1810
and 1820 of FIG. 18. For example, the first reference pixel
used in 1810 of FIG. 18 is not the same as the first reference
pixel used in the 1820 of FIG. 18, and the second and third
reference pixels may have independent meanings in 1810 and
1820 of FIG. 18, respectively.

As described above, the filter determined by the filter type
may also not be a filter defined by the filter shape, the filter tap,
the filter coefficient, or the like. For example, the encoder and
the decoder may also perform a filtering process by adding an
offset value determined by a predetermined process to the
pixel values of the reference pixels. In this case, the filtering
process may also be combined with the prediction block
generating process to thereby be performed as a single pro-
cess. That is, the filtered prediction pixel values of each of the
pixels in the current block may be derived only by the above-
mentioned filtering process. In this case, the above-men-
tioned filtering process may correspond to a single process
including both of the prediction pixel generating process and
the filtering process for the generated prediction pixels. In this
case, the filtering process may also be called a final prediction
pixel (and/or a filtered prediction pixel) generating process
using a reference pixel. Therefore, in FIG. 18, examples will
be described in view of generation of a prediction pixel.

1810 of FIG. 18 shows an example of a prediction pixel
generating method in the case in which the prediction mode of
the current block is the vertical mode.

As described above, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block is the vertical mode, the encoder
and the decoder may generate the prediction block by per-
forming the intra prediction on the current block using the
above reference pixel. In this case, since the correlation
between the prediction pixel positioned at the left region in
the prediction block and the left reference pixel is small, the
prediction pixel positioned at the left region in the prediction
block may have a large prediction error. Therefore, the
encoder and the decoder may generate the prediction block as
follows for each of the pixels (for example, (0,0), (0,1), (0,2),
(0,3), (0,4), (0,5), (0,6), and (0,7)) included in one vertical
pixel line (hereinafter, referred to as a left vertical pixel line)
positioned at the leftmost portion in the current block 1815.

Referring to 1810 of FIG. 18, pixels of (0,0), (0,1), (0,2),
(0,3), (0,4),(0,5), (0,6), and (0,7) positions may be present on
the left vertical pixel line. In 1810 of FIG. 18, it is assumed
that a current prediction target pixel is a pixel (0,4) among the
pixels on the left vertical pixel line.

Since the prediction mode of the current block 1815 is the
vertical mode, the encoder and the decoder may fill a position
of a prediction target pixel with a pixel value of a first refer-
ence pixel (0,-1) (for example, a reference pixel positioned at
the leftmost portion among the above reference pixels) posi-
tioned on the same vertical line as the vertical line on which
the prediction target pixel is positioned among the above
reference pixels. That is, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block 1815 is the vertical mode, the pixel
value of the first reference pixel may be determined to be a
prediction pixel value of the prediction target pixel.

However, in this case, since the generated prediction pixel
value may have a large prediction error, the encoder and the
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decoder may add an offset value to the pixel value of the first
reference pixel to derive a final prediction pixel value. Here,
a process of adding the offset value may correspond to the
filtering process or correspond to a portion of the prediction
pixel generating process. In this case, the offset value may be
derived based on a second reference pixel (-1,4) adjacent to
the prediction target pixel and a third reference pixel (-1,-1)
adjacent to the left of the first reference pixel. For example,
the offset value may correspond to a value obtained by sub-
tracting a pixel value of the third reference pixel from a pixel
value of the second reference pixel. That is, the encoder and
the decoder may add the pixel values of the second and third
reference pixels to the pixel value of the first reference pixel
to derive a prediction value of the prediction target pixel. The
above-mentioned prediction pixel generating process may be
similarly applied to pixels other than a pixel (0,4) among the
pixels on the left vertical pixel line.

The above-mentioned prediction pixel generating process
may be represented by the following Equation 4.

p'ly]=plx-11+(p[-1.y]-p[-1,-1])>>1)),

{x=0,y=0...nS-1} [Equation 4]

Where p' [x,y] indicates a final prediction pixel value for a
prediction target pixel of a (x,y) position, and p[x,-1] indi-
cates a first reference pixel positioned on the same vertical
line as the vertical line on which the prediction target pixel is
positioned on above reference pixels. In addition, p[-1,y]
indicate a second reference pixel adjacent to the left of the
prediction target pixel, and p[-1,-1] indicates a third refer-
ence pixel adjacent to the left of the first reference pixel.
Further, nS indicates a height of a current block.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block 1815 is the vertical mode, a region to which the
offset and/or the filtering are applied is not limited to the
above-mentioned example. For example, the encoder and the
decoder may also apply the above-mentioned prediction pixel
generating process to two vertical pixel lines positioned at the
leftmost portion in the current block 1815. In this case, the
prediction pixel generating process may be represented by the
following Equation 5.

p'lxyl :p[x,y]+(p[—1,y]—p}[—1,—1]+(1<<x))>>(x+1),
7

x=0...1y=0... [Equation 5]

Where p'[x,y] indicates a final prediction pixel value for a
prediction target pixel of a (X,y) position, and p[x,y] indicates
a prediction pixel value generated by a general vertical pre-
diction process. In addition, p[-1,y] indicate a reference pixel
positioned on the same horizontal line as the horizontal line
on which the prediction target pixel is positioned among left
reference pixels, and p[-1,-1] indicates a above-left corner
reference pixel.

Meanwhile, the process of adding the offset described
above may be applied only in the case in which the current
block is the luma block and may not be applied in the case in
which the current block is the chroma block. For example, in
the case in which the current block is the chroma block, the
encoder and the decoder may also directly determine that the
first reference pixel is the prediction pixel value of the pre-
diction target pixel without applying the offset value.

1820 of FIG. 18 shows an example of a prediction pixel
generating method in the case in which the prediction mode of
the current block is the horizontal mode.

As described above, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block is the horizontal mode, the encoder
and the decoder may generate the prediction block by per-
forming the intra prediction on the current block using the left
reference pixel. In this case, since the correlation between the
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prediction pixel positioned at the upper region in the predic-
tion block and the above reference pixel is small, the predic-
tion pixel positioned at the upper region in the prediction
block may have a large prediction error.

Therefore, the encoder and the decoder may generate the
prediction block or the prediction pixels as follows for each of
pixels (for example, (0,0), (1,0), (2,0), (3,0), (4,0), (5,0),
(6,0), and (7,0)) included in one horizontal pixel line (here-
inafter, referred to as an upper horizontal pixel line) posi-
tioned at the uppermost portion in the current block 1825.

Referring to 1820 of FIG. 18, pixels of (0,0), (1,0), (2,0),
(3,0), (4,0), (5,0), (6,0), and (7,0) positions may be present on
the upper horizontal pixel line. In 1820 of FIG. 18, it is
assumed that a current prediction target pixel is a pixel (4,0)
among the pixels on the upper horizontal pixel line.

Since the prediction mode of the current block 1825 is the
horizontal mode, the encoder and the decoder may fill a
position of a prediction target pixel with a pixel value of a first
reference pixel (-1,0) (for example, a reference pixel posi-
tioned at the uppermost portion among the left reference
pixels) positioned on the same horizontal line as the horizon-
tal line on which the prediction target pixel is positioned
among the left reference pixels. That is, in the case in which
the prediction mode of the current block 1825 is the horizon-
tal mode, the pixel value of the first reference pixel may be
determined to be a prediction pixel value of the prediction
target pixel.

However, in this case, since the generated prediction pixel
value may have a large prediction error, the encoder and the
decoder may add an offset value to the pixel value of the first
reference pixel to derive a final prediction pixel value. Here,
a process of adding the offset value may correspond to the
filtering process or correspond to a portion of the prediction
pixel generating process. In this case, the offset value may be
derived based on a second reference pixel (4,-1) adjacent to
an upper portion of the prediction target pixel and a third
reference pixel (-1,-1) adjacent to an upper portion of the
first reference pixel. For example, the offset value may cor-
respond to a value obtained by subtracting a pixel value of the
third reference pixel from a pixel value of the second refer-
ence pixel. That is, the encoder and the decoder may add the
pixel values of the second and third reference pixels to the
pixel value of the first reference pixel to derive a prediction
value of the prediction target pixel. The above-mentioned
prediction pixel generating process may be similarly applied
to pixels other than a pixel (4,0) among the pixels on the upper
horizontal pixel line.

The above-mentioned prediction pixel generating process
may be represented by the following Equation 6.

Pxy]=p[~1y1+(pfr-11-p[~1,-1])>>1)), {x=0...

nS-1,y=0} [Equation 6]

Where p' [%,y] indicates a final prediction pixel value for a
prediction target pixel of a (x,y) position, and p[-1,y] indi-
cates a first reference pixel positioned on the same horizontal
line as the horizontal line on which the prediction target pixel
is positioned among left reference pixels. In addition, p[x,-1]
indicate a second reference pixel adjacent to an upper portion
of the prediction target pixel, and p[-1,-1] indicates a third
reference pixel adjacent to an upper portion of the first refer-
ence pixel. Further, nS indicates a width of a current block.

Meanwhile, in the case in which the prediction mode of the
current block 1825 is the horizontal mode, a region to which
the offset and/or the filtering are applied is not limited to the
above-mentioned example. For example, the encoder and the
decoder may also apply the above-mentioned prediction pixel
generating process to two horizontal pixel lines positioned at
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the uppermost portion in the current block 1825. In this case,
the prediction pixel generating process may be represented by
the following Equation 7.

'y =p 5 Y1+ x,~1]-p[-1,-1]+{(1<<p))>>(p+1),

{x=0...7y=0...1} [Equation 7]

Where p' [x,y] indicates a final prediction pixel value for a
prediction target pixel of a (X,y) position, and p[x,y] indicates
a prediction pixel value generated by a general horizontal
prediction process. In addition, p[x,-1] indicate a reference
pixel positioned on the same vertical line as the vertical line
on which the prediction target pixel is positioned among
above reference pixels, and p[-1,-1] indicates a above-left
corner reference pixel.

Meanwhile, similar to 1810 of FIG. 18, the process of
adding the offset described above may be applied only in the
case in which the current block is the luma block and may not
be applied in the case in which the current block is the chroma
block. For example, in the case in which the current block is
the chroma block, the encoder and the decoder may also
directly determine that the first reference pixel is the predic-
tion pixel value of the prediction target pixel without applying
the offset value.

FIG. 19 is a diagram schematically showing another
example of a filter type according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

In the example of FIG. 19, since the encoder and the
decoder perform the intra prediction on the current block
using the left reference pixels and/or the below-left reference
pixels, the correlation between the prediction pixels posi-
tioned at the upper region in the prediction block 1910 and the
above reference pixels may become small. Therefore, in this
case, the encoder and the decoder may perform the filtering
on the prediction pixels included in an upper horizontal pre-
diction pixel line (for example, one horizontal line positioned
at the uppermost portion in the prediction block 1910).
Although the case in which the filtering is performed on the
pixels on the upper horizontal prediction pixel line is
described in an example to be described below, a filtering
method according to FIG. 19 may be similarly applied to the
case in which the filtering is performed on pixels on a left
vertical prediction pixel line (for example, one vertical pixel
line positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block
1910).

Referring to FIG. 19, the encoder and the decoder may
perform the filtering on a predicted pixel, that is, a prediction
pixel B 1920, in the prediction block 1910. The above-men-
tioned filtering performing process may correspond to a pro-
cess of adding an appropriate offset value to a pixel value of
the prediction pixel 1920.

The offset value may be derived based on the reference
pixel. As an example, in the case in which a filtering target
pixel 1920 is a pixel positioned at the uppermost portion in the
prediction block 1910, the reference pixel used to derive the
offset value may be a reference pixel A 1930 adjacent to an
upper portion of the filtering target pixel 1920. As another
example, in the case in which the filtering target pixel is a
pixel positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block
1920, the reference pixel used to derive the offset value may
be a reference pixel adjacent to the left of the filtering target
pixel. Hereinafter, an example of a process of obtaining an
offset value based on the reference pixel 1920 will be
described.

The encoder and the decoder may perform the intra pre-
diction on the reference pixel 1930 to obtain a prediction
value of the reference pixel, that is, a prediction reference
pixel value. Here, the intra prediction may be directional
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prediction. In this case, the encoder and the decoder may
perform the prediction on the reference pixel 1940 based on
the same intra prediction mode (and/or prediction direction)

38

of'the table showing whether or not the filtering is performed,
the filtering performing region, and the filter type according
to the intra prediction mode.

TABLE 7

Intra prediction mode

o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 & 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Filtertype © 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 3
Intra prediction mode
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
Filtertype © 0 ©0 0 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 1

1950 as a prediction mode (and/or a prediction direction)
1940 of the current block. In the case in which the position of
the prediction reference pixels determined based on the pre-
diction directions and the reference pixels of the intra predic-
tion mode are not the integer positions, the encoder and the
decoder may perform interpolation based on the reference
pixels of the integer positions to obtain pixel values of the
prediction reference pixels.

The encoder and the decoder may derive the offset value
based on a difference between the pixel value of the reference
pixel and the pixel value of the prediction reference pixel. For
example, the offset value may correspond to a value obtained
by dividing the difference between the pixel value of the
reference pixel and the pixel value of the prediction reference
pixel by 4. After the offset value is derived, the encoder and
the decoder may derive a pixel value of a filtered prediction
pixel by adding the derived offset value to the pixel value of
the prediction pixel 1920.

The above-mentioned filtering process may be represented
by the following Equation 8.

Refl=Prediction Value of 4
Delta=(4-Refl+2)>>2

B’=B+Delta [Equation 8]

Where B indicates the pixel value of the prediction pixel
1920, A indicates the pixel value of the reference pixel 1930
for the prediction pixel, and Refl indicates the pixel value for
the reference pixel for A. In addition, B' indicates the pixel
value of the filtered prediction pixel.

Although the process of determining whether or not filter-
ing is performed, the process of determining a filtering per-
forming region, the process of determining a filter type, and
the like, have been independently described, respectively, in
the above-mentioned examples, the encoder and the decoder
may also combine these processes with each other to process
them as a single process. In this case, the encoder and the
decoder may determine at least two of the process of deter-
mining whether or not filtering is performed, the process of
determining a filtering performing region, and the process of
determining a filter type based on a single table.

As an example, whether or not the filtering is performed,
the filtering performing region, and the filter type according
to the intra prediction mode may be represented by a single
table. In this case, both of the encoder and the decoder may
have the same table stored therein and determine whether or
not the filtering is performed, the filtering performing region,
and the filter type based on the intra prediction mode and the
table stored therein. The following Table 7 shows an example
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In Table 7, in the case in which a value allocated to a filter
type is 0, the filter type may indicate that the filtering is not
performed on the prediction block. In addition, in the case in
which the value allocate to the filter type is 1, 2, or 3, the filter
type may indicate that the filtering is performed on the pre-
diction block.

Further, in Table 7, in the case in which the value allocated
to the filter type is 1, the filter type may indicate that the
filtering performing region and the filter type in the DC mode
and/or the planar mode described above with reference to
1610 of F1IG. 16A are applied. Further, in the case in which the
value allocated to the filter type is 2, the filter type may
indicate that the filtering performing region and the filter type
in the vertical right mode described above with reference to
1630 of F1IG. 16A are applied. Further, in the case in which the
value allocated to the filter type is 3, the filter type may
indicate that the filtering performing region and the filter type
in the horizontal below mode described above with reference
t0 1650 of FIG. 16B are applied.

As another example, the table represented by the above
Table 7 may further include information on whether or not a
filter is applied according to a block size. That is, the table
including information on whether or not the filter is applied,
the filter applying region, and the filter type according to the
intra prediction mode may also include the information on
whether or not the filter is applied according to the block size.
In this case, both of the encoder and the decoder may have the
same table stored therein and determine whether or not the
filtering is performed, the filtering performing region, and the
filter type based on the intra prediction mode, sizes of the
current block (and/or the prediction block), and the table
stored therein.

In the case in which the sizes of the current block and/or the
prediction block are excessively small or large, it may be
preferable that the filtering is not performed on the prediction
block. For example, in the case in which the current block
and/or the prediction block correspond to a large block such
as a block having a size of 32x32, the correlation between
pixels neighboring to the current block and/or pixels in the
current block may be large. In this case, the filtering on the
prediction block does not have an important meaning. There-
fore, the encoder and the decoder may adaptively determine
whether or not the filtering is performed according to the sizes
of'the current block and/or the prediction block to improve the
filtering efficiency. The following Table 8 shows an example
of'atable configured in consideration of the block size as well
as the intra prediction mode as described above.
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TABLE 8
Intra prediction mode
01 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Block 2x2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
size 4x4 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 3
8x8 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 3
6x16 0 0 1 0 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 3
32x32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
64x64 0 0 O 0O O 0O 0O O 0O 0 0 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0
Intra prediction mode
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
Block 2x2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0 0 O 0 0 0
size 4x4 0 0 0 0O 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 1
8x8 0 0 0 O 2 2 2 2 0 0 O 0 3 3 3 3 1
16x16 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 3 1
32x32 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
64x64 0 0 O 0O O 0O O 0 0O 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0
In Table 8, values of 0, 1, 2, and 3 allocated to a filter type On the other hand, in the case in which the value allocated to
may have the same meaning as that of Table 7. Referring to the filtering performing region is not 0 and the value allocated
Table 8, the encoder and the decoder may determine whether to the filter type is not 0, the encoder and the decoder may
or not the filtering is performed based on the sizes of the 25 perform the filtering on the prediction block.
current block and/or the prediction block and determine Meanwhile, Tx applied to the filter applying region may
whether or not the filtering is performed, the filtering per- indicate x horizontal pixel lines positioned at the uppermost
forming region, the filter type, and the like, based on the intra portion in the prediction block, that is, upper horizontal pre-
prediction mode. diction pixel lines, and Lx allocated to the filter applying
As another example, whether or not the filtering is per- 30 region may indicate x vertical pixel lines positioned at the
formed, the filtering performing region, and the filter type leftmost in the prediction block, that is, left vertical prediction
according to the intra prediction mode may also be repre- pixel lines. In addition, TxL.x allocated to the filter applying
sented by the following Table 9. region may indicate a region including both of the upper
TABLE 9
Intra prediction mode
o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 & 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Filtering TiL1 L2 T2 TiL1 TiL1 L1 L1 L4 TI T1 T4 L1 0 L1 L1 T1
performing
region
Filter type a b b a a ¢c ¢ d ¢ ¢ d c 0 e c c
Intra prediction mode
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
Filtering 0 TI TL L1 L1 0 0 L1 L1 L1 L1 TT T1 0 0 TI T1 Tl TI
performing
region
Filter type 0 e ¢ ¢ ¢ O O e e ¢ ¢c ¢ ¢ 0 0 e e c¢ c

FIG. 20 is a diagram describing an intra prediction mode
and a filter type applied to Table 9. 2010 of FIG. 20 show
examples of prediction directions of an intra prediction mode
and mode values allocated to each of the prediction direc-
tions. Although the above-mentioned examples have been
described based on the intra prediction mode (prediction
direction, mode value) shown in 410 of FIG. 4 A, it is assumed
that an intra prediction mode (prediction direction, mode
value) shown in 2010 of FIG. 20 is used in an example of
Table 9. However, the example of Table 9 is not limited to
being applied to 2010 of FIG. 20.

Referring to Table 9, in the case in which a value allocated
to a filtering performing region is 0 and/or in the case in which
a value allocated to a filter type is O, the encoder and the
decoder may not perform the filtering on the prediction block.

60

horizontal prediction pixel lines and the left vertical predic-
tion pixel lines. In the example of Table 9, a value of x may be
1, 2, or 4. However, as another example, x may also be a
predetermined fixed value. For example, x may always be 1.
In this case, the upper horizontal prediction pixel line may
include only one horizontal pixel line, and the left vertical
prediction pixel line may include only one vertical pixel line.

As afilter type that is not 0 in Table 9, there may be a, b, c,
d, and e. In Table 9, in the case in which a value allocated to
the filter type is a, the encoder and the decoder may perform
the filtering based on the filtering performing region and the
filter type described above with reference to 1610 of FIG.
16A. In this case, the encoder and the decoder may perform
the filtering on the prediction pixels included the upper hori-
zontal prediction pixel line (one pixel line) and the left verti-
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cal prediction pixel line (one pixel line) based on the filter
coefficient described above with reference to 1610 of FIG.
16A. In Table 9, in the case in which the value allocated to the
filter type is b, the encoder and the decoder may perform the
filtering based on the filtering performing region and the filter
type described above with reference to FIG. 18. In the case in
which the prediction mode of the current block is the vertical
mode (for example, the prediction mode having the mode
value of 1), the encoder and the decoder may perform the
filtering on the prediction pixels included in the left vertical
prediction pixel line (for example, two pixel lines) as shown
in 1810 of FIG. 18. Further, in the case in which the prediction
mode of the current block is the vertical mode (for example,
the prediction mode having the mode value of 2), the encoder
and the decoder may perform the filtering on the prediction
pixels included in the upper horizontal prediction pixel line
(for example, two pixel lines) as shown in 1820 of FIG. 18.

Meanwhile, in Table 9, in the case in which the value
allocated to the filter type is ¢ and Tx is applied to the filter
applying region, the encoder and the decoder may perform
the filtering based on the filtering performing region and the
filter type described above with reference to 1650 of FIG.
16B. In this case, the encoder and the decoder may apply a
diagonal filter of [1,3] to the prediction pixels included in the
upper horizontal prediction pixel line. Further, in Table 9, in
the case in which the value allocated to the filter type is b and
Lx is applied to the filter applying region, the encoder and the
decoder may perform the filtering based on the filtering per-
forming region and the filter type described above with ref-
erence to 1630 of FIG. 16A. In this case, the encoder and the
decoder may apply a diagonal filter of [1,3] to the prediction
pixels included in the left vertical prediction pixel line.

In Table 9, when the intra prediction mode of the current
block is 7 or 10, the value allocated to the filter type may be d.
Referring to 2020 of FIG. 20, a block 2023 may indicate a
prediction block, and a prediction direction when an intra
prediction mode of a current block may be represented by
2025. In this case, a filtered prediction pixel value may be
represented by the following Equation 9.

P[RYIS(16-k)*p [r.p]+k*p [x,~1]48)>>4, k=1<<(3-

), {x=0...7y=0...3} [Equation 9]

Where p' [X, y] may indicate a filtered prediction pixel
value, and p[x,y] may indicate a prediction pixel value of a
(x,y) position before filtering. In addition, p[x,-1] may indi-
cate a reference pixel positioned on the same vertical line as
the vertical line on which the prediction pixel is positioned
among the above reference pixels. Referring to Equation 9,
when the intra prediction mode of the current block is 10, the
encoder and the decoder may perform the filtering on four
horizontal pixel lines positioned at the uppermost position in
the prediction block 2023. Even in the case in which the intra
prediction mode of the current block is 7, the encoder and the
decoder may perform the filtering on four vertical pixel lines
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positioned at the leftmost portion in the prediction block 2023
by a method similar to the method represented by Equation 9.

Again referring to 2020 of FIG. 20, when the intra predic-
tion mode of the current block is 24, the prediction direction
may be represented as shown in 2027. In Table 9, when the
intra prediction mode of the current block is 24, the value
allocated to the filter type may be e. In the case in which the
intra prediction mode of the current block is 24, the filtered
prediction pixel value may be represented by the following
Equation 10.

p'lxy]=p Y1+ [-13]-Rp[-1.y]+2)>>2,

{x=0y=0...7} [Equation 10]

Where p'[x, y] may indicate a filtered prediction pixel
value, and p[x,y] may indicate a prediction pixel value of a
(x,y) position before filtering. In addition, p[-1,y] may indi-
cate a reference pixel positioned on the same horizontal line
as the horizontal line on which the prediction pixel is posi-
tioned among the left reference pixels. Rp[-1,y] may indicate
a prediction value of the reference pixel of p[-1,y], that s, a
prediction reference pixel value. The encoder and the decoder
may perform the prediction on the reference pixel of p[-1,y]
based on the same intra prediction mode as the prediction
mode of the current block in order to derive the prediction
reference pixel value.

In Table 9, even in the case in which the intra prediction
mode of the current block is 13, 17, 23, 31, or 32, the value
allocated to the filter type may be e. Therefore, even in this
case, the encoder and the decoder may perform the filtering
by a method similar to the method described in Equation 10.

In Table 9, the filter applied according to the value allo-
cated to each filter type is not limited to the above-mentioned
example. That is, the filter applied according to the value
allocated to each filter type may be changed according to an
implementation and/or as needed. In addition, whether or not
the filter is applied may be set to be different from the setting
in the above-mentioned example.

Hereinafter, an example of a process of performing the
filtering on a prediction pixel according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention will be described in
detail. In an example to be described below, an input is Intra-
PredMode, nS, p[x,y](X,y=-1 .. . nS), and predSamples[x,y]
(x,y=0 . . . nS-1), and an output is predSamplesF[x,y]
(x,y=0 . . . nS-1). Here, IntraPredMode indicates an intra
prediction mode of a current block, nS indicates a horizontal
size and a vertical size of a prediction block, and p[x,y](x,
y=-1 ... nS) indicates a pixel value of a reference pixel
positioned around the current block. In addition, pred-
Samples[x,y](x,y=0 . . . nS-1) indicates a prediction pixel
value, and predSamplesF[x,y](x,y=0 . . . nS-1) indicates a
filtered prediction pixel value.

Here, whether or not the filtering is performed, the filtering
performing region, and the filter type according to the intra
prediction mode may be determined by the following Table
10.

TABLE 10
IntraPredMode
0 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

intraPostFilter 0
Type

1 6 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 0 2 2 0 0 3 3

IntraPredMode

18

19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35

intraPostFilter 0
Type

o o0 2 2 2 2 0 0 o0 0 3 3 3 3 1
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In Table 10, intraPostFilterType indicates information on a
filter type applied to a prediction block. Here, the information
on a filter type may also include all of information on whether
or not the filtering is performed, the filtering performing
region, and the filter type according to the intra prediction
mode. In addition, intraPostFilterType may be represented by
intraPostFilterType[IntraPredMode], which means that a
value allocated to intraPostFilter Type is determined by Intra-
PredMode.

In the case in which nS is smaller than 32, the encoder and
the decoder may induce predSamplesF[x,y](x,y=0. ..nS-1)
by the following process according to the value allocated to
intraPostFilterType[ IntraPredMode].

If the value allocated to intraPostFilterType[IntraPred-
Mode] is 1, the encoder and the decoder may derive a pred-
SamplesF[x,y] value by the following Equation 11.

predSamplesF {0,0]=(p{-1,0]+2*predSamples[0,0]+p
[0,-11+2)>>2

predSamplesF {x,01=(p [x,-1]+3*
predSamples[x,0]+2)>>2 (x=1 ... nS-1)

predSamplesF[0.y]=(p[~1,y]+3*
predSamples[0p/+2)>>2 (y=1...#n5-1)

predSamplesF [x,y]=predSamplesfx,y] (x,y=1...

nS-1 Equation 11
q

If the value allocated to intraPostFilterType[IntraPred-
Mode] is 2, the encoder and the decoder may derive the
predSamplesF|[x,y| value by the following Equation 12.

predSamplesF{0.y]=(p [-1 y+1]+3*predSamples[0,y/+
2)>>2 (y=0...nS-1)

predSamplesF [x,y]=predSamplesfx,y] (x=1...nS-1,

y=0...15-1) [Equation 12]

If the value allocated to intraPostFilterType[IntraPred-
Mode] is 3, the encoder and the decoder may derive the
predSamplesF|[x,y| value by the following Equation 13.

predSamplesF [x,01=(p [x+1,-1]43 *predSamples{x,0]+
2)>>2 (x=0...nS5-1)

predSamplesF [x,y]=predSamplesfx,y] (x=0...nS-1,

y=1...xn5-1) [Equation 13]

If the value allocated to intraPostFilterType[IntraPred-
Mode] is 0, the encoder and the decoder may derive the
predSamplesF|[x,y| value by the following Equation 14.

predSamples F[x,y |=predSamples [x,y] (x,y=0. ..

nS-1) [Equation 14]

Meanwhile, the encoder and the decoder may differently
set an application of all methods (for example, the filtering
performing method) described above according to the size
and/or the depth of the current block (and/or the prediction
block) For example, the application of the present invention
may be differently set according to the size of the PU and/or
the size of the TU or be differently set according to the depth
value of the CU.

In this case, the encoder and the decoder may use the size
value of the block and/or the depth value of the block as a
variable in order to determine the application of the present
invention. Here, the block may correspond to the CU, the PU,
and/or the TU. As an example, in the case in which the size
value of the block is used as a variable, the encoder and the
decoder may apply the present invention only a block having
a size equal to or larger than the variable. As another example,
the encoder and the decoder may apply the present invention
only to a block having a size smaller than or equal to the
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variable. Alternatively, the encoder and the decoder may
apply the present invention only to a block having a size
corresponding to the variable value.

The following Table 11 shows an example of the applica-
tion of the present invention in the case in which the size value
of'the block used as a variable for determining the application
of'the present invention is 16x16. In Table 11, 0 indicates that
the present invention is applied to a corresponding block size,
and X indicates that the present invention is not applied to a

corresponding block size.
TABLE 11
Block size Method A Method B Method C
32 %32 O X X
16x 16 O O O
8x8 X O X
4x4 X O X

Referring to Table 11, in the case of a method A, the
encoder and the decoder may apply the present invention only
to a block having a size equal to or larger than a block size
(16x16) used as a variable. In the case of a method B, the
encoder and the decoder may apply the present invention only
to a block having a size smaller than and equal to the block
size (16x16) used as the variable. Further, in the case of a
method C, the encoder and the decoder may apply the present
invention only to a block having a size equal to the block size
(16x16) used as the variable.

Meanwhile, as an example, the variable value (the size
value of the block and/or the depth value of the block) for
determining the application of the present invention may be a
predetermined fixed value. In this case, the variable value
may be pre-stored in the encoder and the decoder, and the
encoder and the decoder may determine the application of the
present invention based on the variable value stored therein.

As another example, the variable value for determining the
application of the present invention may also be changed
according to a profile or a level. In the case in which the
variable value is determined based on the profile, the variable
value corresponding to each profile may be a predetermined
fixed value, and in the case in which the variable value is
determined based on the level, the variable value correspond-
ing to each level may be a predetermined fixed value.

As still another example, the variable value (the size value
of the block and/or the depth value of the block) for deter-
mining the application of the present invention may be deter-
mined by the encoder. In this case, the encoder may encode
information on the variable value to transmit the encoded
information to the decoder through a bitstream. The informa-
tion on the variable value transmitted through the bitstream
may be included in a sequence parameter set (SPS), a picture
parameter set (PSP), a slice header, and the like. The decoder
may derive the variable value from the received bitstream and
determine the application of the present invention based on
the derived variable value.

As an indicator used to indicate the information on the
variable value, there may be various types of indicates. As an
example, in the case in which the method A isused in Table 11
and the variable value for determining the application of the
present invention corresponds to the size value of the block,
the indicator used to indicate the information on the variable
value may be
log2_intra_prediction_filtering_enable_max_size_minus2.
For example, in the case in which the variable value is 32x32,
a value allocated to the indicator may be 3, and in the case in
which the variable value is 4x4, a value allocated to the
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indicator may be 0. As another example, in the case in which
the method A is used in Table 11 and the variable value for
determining the application of the present invention corre-
sponds to the depth value of the CU, the indicator used to
indicate the information on the variable value may be
intra_prediction_filtering_enable_max_cu_depth. In this
case, for example, when a value allocated to the indicator is O,
the present invention may be applied to a block having a size
equal to or larger than 64x64, when a value allocated to the
indicator is 1, the present invention may be applied to a block
having a size equal to or larger than 32x32, and when a value
allocated to the indicator is 4, the present invention may be
applied to a block having a size equal to or larger than 4x4.

Meanwhile, the encoder may also determine that the
present invention is not applied to all block sizes. In this case,
the encoder may use a predetermined indicate in order to
transmit determined information to the decoder. As an
example, the encoder may allow an indicator such as
intra_prediction_filtering_enable_flag to be included in the
SPS, the PPS, the slice header, or the like, and then transmit
the SPS, the PPS, the slice header, or the like, to the decoder.
Here, intra_prediction_filtering_enable_flag may correspond
to an indicator indicating whether or not the present invention
is applied to all blocks in a sequence, a picture, and/or a slice.
As another example, the encoder may also transmit informa-
tion indicating that the present invention is not applied to all
block sizes using an indicator (for example, intra_
prediction_filtering_enable_max_cu_depth) indicating the
information on the variable value described above. In this
case, as an example, the encoder allocates a value (for
example, 5) indicating an invalid (and/or disallowed) block
size (for example, a size of 2x2) to the indicator, thereby
making it possible to indicate that the present invention is not
applied to all block sizes.

According to the examples of the present invention
described above, the prediction error generated at the time of
the intra prediction is reduced and the discontinuity between
the blocks is minimized, thereby making it possible to
improve the prediction efficiency and the encoding efficiency.

In the above-mentioned exemplary embodiments,
although the methods have described based on a flow chart as
a series of steps or blocks, the present invention is not limited
to a sequence of steps but any step may be generated in a
different sequence or simultaneously from or with other steps
as described above. Further, it may be appreciated by those
skilled in the art that steps shown in a flow chart is non-
exclusive and therefore, include other steps or deletes one or
more steps of a flow chart without having an effect on the
scope of the present invention.

The above-mentioned embodiments include examples of
various aspects. Although all possible combinations showing
various aspects are not described, it may be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that other combinations may be made.
Therefore, the present invention should be construed as
including all other substitutions, alterations and modifica-
tions belong to the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A video encoding apparatus comprising:

a prediction block generating unit to generate a prediction
block by performing prediction on a prediction target
pixel in a current block based on an intra prediction
mode of the current block; and
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a reconstructed block generating unit to generate a recon-
structed block based on the prediction block and a recon-
structed residual block corresponding to the current
block,

wherein the prediction block generating unit performs the
prediction on the prediction target pixel based on a first
offset when the intra prediction mode of the current
block is a vertical mode and the prediction target pixel is
a pixel on a left vertical pixel line, and performs the
prediction on the prediction target pixel based on a sec-
ond offset when the intra prediction mode of the current
block is ahorizontal mode and the prediction target pixel
is a pixel on an upper horizontal pixel line, and

wherein the prediction block generating unit derives a pre-
diction value of the prediction target pixel by adding a
value of the second offset to a pixel value of a first
reference pixel present on the same horizontal line as a
horizontal line on which the prediction target pixel is
present among reconstructed reference pixels adjacent
to a left portion of the current block when the intra
prediction mode of the current block is the horizontal
mode and the prediction target pixel is the pixel on the
upper horizontal pixel line,

the left vertical pixel line being one vertical pixel line
positioned at a leftmost side of the current block, the
upper horizontal pixel line being one horizontal pixel
line positioned at an uppermost side of the current block,
the first offset being determined based on a difference
value of pixel values of two reference pixels, and the
second offset being determined based on a difference
value of pixel values of two reference pixels, and

the value of the second offset being determined based on a
difference value between a pixel value of a second ref-
erence pixel adjacent to an upper portion of the predic-
tion target pixel and a pixel value of a third reference
pixel adjacent to an upper portion of the first reference
pixel.

2. The video encoding apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
prediction block generating unit determines the pixel value of
the first reference pixel as the prediction value of the predic-
tion target pixel when the current block is a chroma compo-
nent block.

3. The video encoding apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
prediction block generating unit performs the prediction on
the prediction target pixel based on the first offset and the
second offset when the current block has a size of smaller than
32x32.

4. The video encoding apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the prediction block generating unit derives a prediction
value of the prediction target pixel by adding a value of
the first offset to a pixel value of a first reference pixel
present on the same vertical line as a vertical line on
which the prediction target pixel is present among recon-
structed reference pixels adjacent to an upper portion of
the current block when the intra prediction mode of the
current block is the vertical mode and the prediction
target pixel is the pixel on the left vertical pixel line,

the value of the first offset being determined based on a
difference value between a pixel value of a second ref-
erence pixel adjacent to a left portion of the prediction
target pixel and a pixel value of a third reference pixel
adjacent to a left portion of the first reference pixel.
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